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HARRY  FRIEDENWALD 

Francisco  Lopez  de  Villalobos  was  born  in  1472,  1473  or  1474. 
His  birthplace,  generally  given  as  Toledo  was  more  probably  Villa¬ 
lobos  in  Zamora  ^  (in  Spain,  near  the  northeast  comer  of  Portugal). 
His  father  and  his  father’s  father  were  physicians  of  the  House  of 
the  Marquis  of  Astorga. 

Villalobos  was  perhaps  related  to  other  physicians  of  the  name  of 
Lopez  concerning  whom  we  shall  give  some  account  elsewhere. 

He  writes  of  his  wife  and  children  but  the  only  one  concerning 
whom  we  are  informed  is  his  son,  Ruy  Lopez  de  Villalobos,  who  was 
a  navigator  of  the  expedition  in  1542  of  Antonio  de  Mendoza, 
Viceroy  of  Mexico,  to  the  islands  of  the  West.  He  perished  miser¬ 
ably  in  the  Moluccas  or  Spice  Islands.* 

Francisco  Lopez  studied  in  Salamanca  but  we  are  ignorant  when 
and  where  he  became  a  doctor  of  medicine.  In  his  first  published 
work  in  Salamanca  in  1498  he  is  described  as  licentiate. 

But  for  brief  intervals,  it  appears  that  Villalobos  served  King 
Ferdinand  from  1509  until  his  death  in  1516.  In  1515  he  wrote 

‘Gaskoin,  p.  49,  see  below.  Fabie,  p.  90,  see  below,  gives  the  date  as  1472  or 
1473. 

'Lanquentin,  p.  16,  see  below. 
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that  he  “  was  then  attending  upon  his  majesty,”  who  indeed  died 
some  four  months  after.  Already,  it  would  seem,  Villalobos  was 
aweary  of  the  court  ...”  I  intend,  God  willing,  to  quit  it  shortly. 
And  if  the  serious  illness  of  our  lord  detained  me  not,  for  it  were 
base  to  leave  his  highness  in  such  extremity,  already  I  had  betaken 
myself  to  some  harbour  or  port  of  refuge,  where  I  might  escape 
from  the  strange  gulfs  and  many  perils  of  these  seas.”  * 

He  became  physician  to  Emperor  Charles  from  1518  and  he  did 
not  retire  until  1542  at  the  age  of  70  years;*  “  while  serving  this 
long  period,  Villalobos  stood  in  great  favor  because  of  his  knowl¬ 
edge,  his  literary  gift  and  his  wit.”  * 

He  took  a  share  in  the  wars  of  the  Emperor  Charles  V  in  Italy, 
”  as  physician  to  the  emperor,  by  whose  side  he  passed  a  consider¬ 
able  portion  of  his  life.”  * 

From  some  letters  (of  Villalobos)  it  would  appear  that  “  his 
favor  was  sensibly  on  the  wane  subsequently  to  the  death  of  the 
empress  (1539);  there  is  also  reason  to  opine  that  the  marked 
preference  which  the  emperor  accorded  to  Andres  Laguna  .  .  .  had 
something  to  do  with  this  neglect.  ...  We  see  then  our  poet,  who 
had  contemplated  retirement  so  early  as  the  year  1515,^  then  not  a 
little  disgusted  with  the  meannesses  of  the  court,  was  prevailed  on 
to  continue  his  service  nearly  30  years  longer,  the  latter  part  of  the 
time  being  embittered  by  unmerited  disgrace.”  * 

The  information  especially  of  the  latter  part  of  Villalobos’  life  is 
given  most  fully  by  Fabie.  He  presents  the  proof  that  Villalobos 
died  in  1549;  Gaskoin  surmised  that  his  death  must  have  taken 
place  not  greatly  beyond  1542-3,  and  he  throws  great  doubt  on 
those  biographical  notices  which  state  that  he  survived  until  1560. 
Fabie,  therefore,  confirms  Gaskoin  in  contradicting  the  frequently 
repeated  statement  that  Villalobos  ”  was  physician  to  Philip  II  who 
succeeded  that  throne  in  1556.”  * 

*  Gaskoin,  pp.  51,  52. 

*  Fabie,  p.  90. 

“  Fabie,  p.  41. 

*  Gaskoin,  p.  53. 

’  Indeed  as  early  as  1510  as  we  shall  find. 

*  Gaskoin,  p.  59. 

*  Fabie,  p.  106.  Gaskoin,  p.  69. 
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During  a  period  of  almost  half  a  century  Villalobos  produced  the 
following  five  works : 

1.  El  Sumario  de  la  Medicina  con  un  Tratado  sobre  las  pestiferas  Bubas, 

Salamanca,  1498.  Copy  at  Library  of  Hispanic  Society,  New  York 
City.  Dr.  Holcomb  possesses  a  photostat  of  the  British  Museum 
copy. 

2.  Congressiones  vel  duodecim  principiorum  liber,  Salamanca,  1514. 

3.  Traduction  en  prose  de  TAmphitryon  de  Plaute  en  1515.‘® 

4.  Glossa  in  Plinii  historiae  naturalis,  primum  et  secundum  libros,  Alcala 

de  Henares,  1524. 

5.  Los  Problemas  de  Villalobos  que  trata  de  cuerpos  naturales  y  morales 

y  dialogos  de  Medicina  y  el  Tratado  de  las  Tres  Grandes  y  una 
Cancion  y  la  Comedia  de  Amphitryon,  Zamora,  1543  &  Saragossa, 
1544.^^  Various  editions  are  found  in  Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore; 
U.  S.  Surgeon  General’s  Library,  Washington;  the  Hispanic  Society, 
New  York  City;  and  the  Richmond  Academy  of  Medicine,  Rich¬ 
mond,  Va.  An  admirable  limited  edition  entitled  Algunas  Obras  del 
Doctor  Francisco  Lopez  de  Villalobos  was  published  by  La  Sociedad 
De  Bibliohlos  Espaholes  in  Madrid  1886;  503  pages.  It  includes  the 
biography  of  Villalobos  with  a  discussion  of  his  scientific  and  his 
literary  works,  together  with  his  letters,  both  Spanish  and  Latin,  and 
the  entire  Sumaria  de  la  Medicina.  A  copy  is  at  the  Library  of 
Congress,  Washington  and  Library  of  the  Peabody  Institute,  Balti¬ 
more,  Md.  Of  this  work  the  first  229  pages  were  published  as  a 
separate  volume  under  the  title,  Vida  Y  Escritos,  etc.,  by  Don  Antonio 
Maria  Fabie,  Madrid  1886.  Referred  to  below. 

Of  these  the  first,  a  work  of  great  rarity,  is  the  most  important 
and  by  far  the  most  interesting  to  us.  As  mentioned  above,  it  was 
published  while  he  was  still  at  Salamanca.  It  is  the  “  Tratado  ”  on 
Syphilis  which  specially  concerned  us,  a  poem  of  74  stanzas,  each 
of  ten  lines. 

It  was  with  no  little  satisfaction  that  the  writer  secured  a  copy  of 
the  English  translation:  “George  Gaskoin’s  The  Medical  Works 
of  Francisco  Lopez  de  Villalobos,  The  Celebrated  Court  Physician 
of  Spain,  London  1870.” 

There  we  find  a  biography  and  a  bibliography,  and  what  is  of 

Mentioned  by  Lanquentin,  see  below. 

Gaskoin  devotes  a  chapter  to  this  bibliography,  pp.  1-47. 
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more  value  still,  a  metrical  translation  of  the  “  Tratado  ”...  to¬ 
gether  with  extensive  commentaries  and  explanatory  notes. 

The  English  version  of  the  “  Tratado  ”  is  entitled:  “  The  Con¬ 
tagious  and  Accursed  Bubas.” 

A  few  excerpts  will  give  some  idea  of  the  content  and  the  form: 

III. 

It  was  a  pestilence  ne’er  to  be  found  at  all 
In  verse  or  in  prose,  in  science  or  in  story, 

So  evil  and  perverse  and  cruel  past  control, 

Exceedingly  contagious,  and  in  filth  so  prodigal, 

So  strong  to  hold  its  own,  there  is  little  got  of  glory; 

And  it  makes  one  dark  in  feature  and  obscure  in  countenance, 
Hunchback’d  and  indisposed,  and  seldom  much  at  ease. 

And  it  makes  one  pained  and  crippled  in  such  sort  as  never  was, 

A  scoundrel  sort  of  thing,  which  also  doth  commence 
In  the  rascalliest  place  that  a  man  has.  (Page  94) 

XI. 

Physicians  say  the  secret  of  its  power 
In  melancholy  humour  and  salt  phlegm  doth  lie. 

Which  occasion  in  all  organs  what  obstructions  do  occur. 
Proceeding  from  a  mighty  distemperature 
Of  the  liver,  which  is  turned  to  hot  and  dry; 

And  this  from  something  baneful  in  the  air  is  bred. 

And  also  from  bad  habits  and  from  sustenance. 

And  joined  along  with  this  the  aforementioned ; 

Even  so  the  mischief  works,  and  gets  so  far  ahead. 

That  neither  cure  nor  regimen  can  check  its  insolence.  (Page  98) 

XXI. 

Whatever  plea  you  have  to  maintain  and  to  state, 

A  face  thickset  with  tubercles  is  the  asaphati. 

Much  rather  may  we  confidently  predicate. 

In  aught  from  Avicen,  such  writer  ne’er  would  treat 
Concerning  these  same  pustles  so  defectively. 

What  is  felt  in  all  the  joints  of  pain  and  heaviness, 

To  pustles  such  as  these  he  never  once  assigns. 

In  legs  and  in  the  arms  that  cruel  helplessness. 

And  the  lumps  and  the  bumps,  the  harass  and  hardness. 

And  the  wounds  that  we  perceive  upon  the  shins.  (Page  103) 


“  The  bubas  are  nothing  but  that  which  hath  been  known  all  along  as  French 
pockes.”  Gaskoin,  p.  76. 
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Having  said  in  Stanza  VIII,  “  According  to  the  sin  so  is  the 
repentence,  and  that  the  part  that  suffers  most  is  the  part  most  to 
blame,”  (Page  96)  he  writes: 

XXII. 

As  to  how  it  first  comes  on  he  [Avicenna]  makes  no  remark 
About  the  virile  sex,  nor  that  of  womankind, 

Nor  tells  of  the  complexion  turning  frightfully  dark, 

And  many  things  beside  he  names  not  in  his  work. 

By  which  so  many  proofs  of  their  difference  I  find; 

But  if  that  Avicenna  hath  designed  them  anywhere. 

Which  I  shall  not  affirm,  nor  do  assent  thereto, 

In  the  chapter  upon  sarna  they  would  probably  appear, 

To  be  of  that  same  species  in  our  vernacular 

Scarce  other  than  in  Latin  called  the  mcd  muerto.  (Page  103) 

XXVII. 

And  having  now  declared  on  what  my  view  is  based, 

All  ground  of  altercation  I  would  really  abjure, 

And  whether  with  sarna  it  is  well  or  ill  placed. 

Concerning  the  disease  with  so  much  prefaced. 

Let  us  speak  of  the  name,  the  passion  and  the  cure. 

And  in  my  poor  conceit  as  a  fitting  name  for  this 
Which  coming  out  of  sin  shows  exceedingly  cruelty, 

Sarna  eg;ypciaca  will  not  be  amiss. 

For  it’s  loathsome  and  perverse  just  as  sarna  is 

And  it’s  surely  sent  by  God  as  pain  and  penalty,  (Page  106) 

Villalobos  deals  with  the  question  of  the  origin  of  the  disease 
and  concludes  that  it  is  recent.  The  reason  for  this  he  finds  in  the 
absence  among  the  Arab  writings  of  any  reference  to  primary 
lesions. 

The  internal  cause  lies  in  the  hot  humors  of  the  liver  from  which 
the  poison  passes  through  the  veins  to  the  most  distant  parts  of  the 
body.  His  treatment  consisted  in  venesection,  syrups,  clysters  and 
a  great  number  of  other  things.  For  external  application  he  used 
ointments  (some  contained  mercury),  and  sweats. 

Morejon  regards  the  poem  as  the  equal  in  elegance  of  that  of 
Fracastorius,  which  appeared  32  years  later  than  that  of  Villa- 
lobos.“ 

”  Guardia,  p.  219. 


1134 


HARRY  FRIEDENWALD 


No  one  is  in  better  position  to  give  an  authoritative  opinion  of 
Villalobos’  work  than  Captain  R.  C.  Holcomb,  M.  D.,  whose  in¬ 
teresting  studies  on  the  early  history  of  syphilis  were  published  in 
Medical  Life  in  1935  and  1936. 

In  a  personal  communication  he  writes : 

“  I  will  say  considering  syphilis  as  a  venereal  disease,  this  poem 
gives  a  clearer  description  of  its  venereal  etiology,  its  primary  and 
its  secondary  symptoms,  than  any  other  text  produced  up  to  the 
latter  part  of  the  15th  century.  He  lifts  a  veil  to  show  many 
divergent  opinions  which  had  long  been  seething  in  medical  groups, 
and  which,  among  other  things  would  indicate  to  me  that  physicians 
were  acquiring  the  courage  to  think  for  themselves  and  to  break 
with  a  thraldom  of  centuries.” 

But  Francisco  Lopez  de  Villalobos  (his  name  itself  carried 
charm),  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  older  biographic  or  bibliographic 
dictionaries.^* 

It  is  not  until  we  reach  Eloy  (1736)  that  we  find  a  brief  men¬ 
tion  of  “  the  Spanish  physician,  one  of  the  physicians  in  ordinary 
of  the  Emperor  Charles  V  and  of  his  son  Philip  (?)”  and  author 
of  a  Treatise  on  Venereal  Disease,  written  in  Spanish  verse  and 
published  in  Salamanca  in  1598,  this  date  belated  by  a  century! 
Jourdan’s  Dictionaire  (1820-1825)  adds  only  a  list  of  his  writings. 
Bayle  and  Thillaye  (1855)  gives  a  somewhat  fuller  account  but 
likewise  quite  unsatisfactory. 

The  older  works  on  the  history  of  medicine,  LeClerc  (1702); 
Freind  (1735);  and  Sprengel  (1801,  1827)  make  no  reference  to 
Villalobos.  In  the  more  recent  works  he  fares  no  better,  to  men¬ 
tion  only  Withington,  Garrison  and  Castiglioni.  Daremberg  ( 1870) 
and  Neuburger  and  Pagel  (1905)  make  bibliographic  references 
and  it  is  only  Haeser  (1875-82)  who  makes  frequent  mention  of 
Villalobos  and  his  works. 

Simler’s  Gesncr  (1574);  P.  Castellanus  (1618);  Pedro  de  Castro  (1654  and 
1742) ;  Mercklin’s  windenius  (1686). 

“  Dictionnaire  historique  de  la  Medecine,  Paris,  1736.  Vol.  II,  p.  451. 

“  Dictionaire  des  Sciences  Medicates,  Paris,  1825,  Vol.  VII,  p.  438. 

Biographic  Medicate,  Paris,  1855,  Vol.  I,  p.  256.  The  name  is  curiously  omitted 
in  the  Index. 

Lehrbuch  der  Geschichte  der  Medicin,  Vol.  I,  1875,  p.  704;  Vol.  II,  1881,  p. 
136;  Vol.  Ill,  1882,  pp.  242,  261,  295. 
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Why  was  it  that  Villalobos’  “  Tratado  ”  received  so  little  recog¬ 
nition  during  several  centuries?  Was  it  perhaps  because  it  was  in 
the  Spanish  language  and  not  in  Latin  ?  Even  in  recent  days  Ramon 
y  Cajal  “  laments  the  barrier  of  language  which  .  .  .  stood  in  the 
way  of  a  readier  acceptance  of  his  work.”  It  was  not  included 
in  the  collections  of  Luisinus  of  the  early  writings  on  syphilis 
(Venice,  1566-1567).  Nicolas  Antonio  in  the  Bibliotheca  Hispatia 
(Rome  1672)  gives  a  brief  note  and  states  concerning  the  “Tra¬ 
tado,”  that  “  Thomas  Tamaius,  who  was  the  king’s  chronographer 
of  the  Indies  affirms  that  such  a  book  was  really  wrote  and  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  time  and  place  as  above.” 

Astruc  has  the  same  notes,  taken  from  Antonio,  even  to  the 
statement  of  Tamaius,  showing  that  neither  had  seen  the  “  Tra¬ 
tado!”  To  these  Astruc,  however,  adds  “which  if  it  is  true, 
evinces  that  this  Francis  de  Villalobos  ought  to  be  ranked  among 
the  ancient  writers  on  Venereal  Diseases  and  that  he  was  certainly 
the  most  ancient  of  all  the  Spanish  authors.” 

It  was  not  until  a  century  ago  that  a  change  took  place.  Chin¬ 
chilla  included  a  complete  copy  of  the  “  Tratado  ”  in  his  historical 
work,**  and  the  “  Tratado  ”  was  likewise  republished  by  Morejon** 
and  it  is  to  these  that  we  owe  the  reawakening  of  interest  in  Villa¬ 
lobos.** 

Guardia  in  1865  devotes  a  chapter  “  Documents  a  consulter  pour 
I’histoire  de  la  syphilis,”  to  the  “  Tratado  ”  of  Villalobos.** 

Gaskoin  in  1870  published  the  English  metrical  translation  above 
referred  to  in : 


*•  Garrison,  Bulletin  of  N.  Y.  Academy  of  Medicine,  August  1931,  p.  625. 

’“This  translation  is  taken  from  the  English  edition  of  Astruc’s  De  Morbis 
Venereis,  London,  1754,  Part  II,  p.  147. 

“  De  Morbis  Venereis,  Venice,  1740,  Vol.  II,  p.  575. 

**  This  statement  is  in  error.  Torella  had  preceded  him,  having  published  a 
treatise  on  the  Gallic  Disease  in  1497  in  Rome. 

“  Chinchilla,  Anales  historicos  de  la  Medicina,  Valencia,  1841-48,  Vol.  I,  pp. 
102-134. 

’*  Morejon,  Historia  bibliografica  de  la  Medicina  Espanola,  Madrid,  1842-52, 
Vol.  I,  Apendice  3,  p.  362. 

**  Guardia,  La  Medecine  d  travers  les  Siicles,  Paris,  1865,  pp.  217-23. 
’’Guardia,  pp.  217-23. 
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THE  MEDICAL  WORKS 

OF 

FRANCISCO  LOPEZ  DE  VILLALOBOS 
The  Celebrated  Court  Physician  of  Spain 

Now  First  Translated, 

With  Commentary  and  Biography 

BY 

GEORGE  GASKOIN 
LONDON  MDCCCLXX. 

Gaskoin’s  book  also  contains  the  English  translation  of  two  other 
medical  essays  of  Villalobos,  likewise  with  explanatory  notes.  They 
are  two  dialogues  on  the  Tertian  Fever  and  on  Natural  Heat." 

A  German  metrical  translation  was  published  by  Raphael  Fincken- 
stein  in  1870  in  Breslau.  Though  appearing  in  the  same  year  as 
Gaskoin’s  it  preceded  the  latter  and  the  criticism  it  received  from 
Gaskoin  **  is  far  from  complimentary. 

We  must  next  refer  to  the  most  elaborate  study,  the  “  Vida  y 
Escritos  de  Francisco  Lopez  de  Villalobos  por  Don  Antonio  Marie 
Fabie’  de  la  Real  Academia  de  la  Historia,”  Madrid,  1886.  This  is 
a  rare  book  and  seldom  referred  to.** 

In  1890  Lanquentin  published  “  Sur  les  Contagieuses  et  Maudites 
Bubas  ”  with  French  translation  of  the  “  Tratado”  and  with  com¬ 
mentaries.  This  work  is  based  extensively  upon  Gaskoin.*® 

In  the  modern  “  Geschichte  der  Venerischen  Krankheiten,” 
Troksch  "  of  Vienna  deals  quite  fully  with  the  work  of  Villalobos, 
with  his  descriptions  of  the  manifestations  of  the  disease,  and  of 
the  treatment. 

”  Gaskoin,  pp.  229,  243,  307.  These  are  taken  from  the  Problemas. 

**  Gaskoin,  p.  33.  Finckenstein’s  work  has  been  inaccessible  to  the  writer. 

”  Copies  are  recorded  in  the  University  of  California  Library,  Berkeley,  Cali¬ 
fornia;  the  Newberr'-  Library,  Chicago,  Illinois;  Harvard  College  Library,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Mass. ;  Welch  Library,  Baltimore,  Maryland.  See  above. 

*®  He  appears  to  have  been  ignorant  of  Fabie’s  work. 

Vol.  II,  Bonn,  1895,  pp.  25,  26,  27,  155,  166,  168,  176,  199. 
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The  renewed  interest  in  his  work  led  Fabie  to  a  closer  study  of 
Villalobos’  life.  Fabie  furnishes  the  evidence  that  he  was  of  Jewish 
parentage.  This  has  but  rarely  been  noted.** 

Another  interesting  and  important  fact,  briefly  mentioned  by  Fabie, 
is  that  Villalobos  had  suffered  at  the  hands  of  the  Inquisition.  This 
was  first  published  in  Madrid  in  a  document  now  very  rare :  Medicos 
Perseguidos  por  la  Inquisicion  Espanola  (1855),  which  contains 
the  accounts  of  eight  physicians;  Villalobos’  name  is  the  first.  The 
evidence  is  in  a  letter  of  Villalobos  written  on  10  October  1510  and 
was  here  brought  to  light.**  From  it  we  learn  that  he  attributes  the 
incarceration  and  trial  to  the  envy  of  officials  of  the  court  and  of 
his  colleagues.  He  was  charged  with  being  a  magician,  practicing 
witchcraft,  by  which  means  he  had  advanced  himself  at  court,  and 
with  practicing  immoralities.  He  was  brought  before  the  Inquisition, 
placed  in  a  small  cell,  causing  great  distress  to  his  wife  and  friends. . . 

“  Thus,”  he  relates,**  “  he  spent  80  days  in  misery  and  pain,  deprived 
of  the  sweet  care  of  his  wife  and  children  and  association  with  his 
friends  until  justice  and  his  innocence  gave  him  liberty.”  Is  it  not 
surprising  that  the  suffering  of  Villalobos  at  the  hands  of  the  In¬ 
quisition  is  not  mentioned  elsewhere? 

Villalobos  had  entered  upon  court  service  as  physician  in  1509.*® 
It  has  been  a  matter  of  surprise  that  Villalobos  showed  his  dis- 

*’ Fabie,  pp.  5-9.  Joseph  Jacobs,  An  Inquiry  into  the  Sources  of  the  History  of 
the  Jews  in  Spain,  London,  1894,  lists  Villalobos  as  of  Jewish  stock  and  calls  him 
“the  Spanish  Heine,”  p.  200. 

The  Grande  EncycL,  Paris,  1902,  describes  Villalobos  as  Israelite  Converti.  In 
this  relation  it  is  not  inappropriate  to  mention  the  large  number  of  Jews  and  Neo- 
Christians  bearing  the  name  Lopez.  They  will  be  dealt  with  elsewhere.  Here  we 
shall  note  only  Montaigne’s  mother,  Antoinette  de  Lopez,  “  one  of  whose  family 
had  been  burnt  at  Saragossa  for  Judaizing,”  (Roth,  Inquisition,  p.  56.)  Balthazar 
Lopez  in  1654  and  later  Dr.  Joseph  Lopez,  both  of  Villadolid,  who  were  sacrificed 
at  autos-da-fi.  (Roth,  Inquisition,  p.  129.  Kayserling,  Sephardim,  pp.  259  and  264.) 

Incited  by  the  diatribes  of  Vincent  Ferrer,  a  fanatic  monk,  many  Jewish  com¬ 
munities  of  (Tastile  were  assaulted  with  violence  in  the  winter  of  1412-13.  “  Flight 
was  out  of  the  question  .  .  .  Many  Jews  in  the  communities  of  Zamora,  .  .  . 
wherever  Vincent  Ferrer  preached,  went  over  to  Christianity.”  (Graetz,  History 
of  the  Jews,  American  edition,  IV,  p.  205.) 

**  Fabie,  pp.  10-17. 

“Fabie,  p.  9.  There  was  no  question  of  “Judaizing.” 

**  Fabie,  p.  17. 
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couragement  at  so  early  a  period  and  wrote  to  a  friend  of  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  relinquish  the  position.  One  cannot  but  feel  that  this  de¬ 
pression  was  related  to  his  prison  experience  in  1510  at  the  hands 
of  the  Inquisition,  and  that  it  was  expressed  even  earlier  than 
Gaskoin  believed,  as  shown  above. 

Bearing  in  mind  the  heritage  of  Villalobos  and  his  own  experience 
with  the  Inquisition  it  is  interesting  to  read  his  account  of  an  auto- 
da-fe  which  he  himself,  accompanying  the  emperor,  witnessed  in  1528 
in  Valencia.  “  The  first  great  game  of  the  principal  personages  was 
the  fourteenth  of  the  month  of  May,  on  which  day  were  roasted 
some  thirteen  men  and  women  and  lots  of  effigies,  and  a  great  many 
were  reconciled.”  He  makes  the  sad  commentary :  “  It  was  given  as 
a  great  game  but  to  the  miserable  sufferers  it  proved  very  serious.” 
(Id  per  jocum  est,  miseris  tamen  patientibus  serio  prevertebatur.). . . 
“  I  myself  had  a  poor  appetite  at  this  show.”  ** 

Gaskoin  gives  us  this  estimate  of  Villalobos.  “  Of  his  amazing 
industry  and  learning,  the  Problemas  and  other  of  his  works  afford 
sufficient  proof.”  In  conclusion,  note  must  be  made  of  the  high 
position  which  Villalobos  has  secured  among  the  great  literary  mas¬ 
ters  of  Spain.  ”  It  is  no  small  honour  for  him  that  in  compiling  the 
dictionary  of  the  language,  his  selection  and  employment  of  a  word 
was  held  in  the  judgment  of  the  Academy  to  give  it  the  stamp  of 
authenticity  and  to  ensure  its  perpetuation.  .  .  . 

“  There  is  no  doubt  vhat  Villalobos  liked  his  joke,  his  geniality  is 
redundant  everywhere  ...  In  his  dialogue  with  a  great  man  he  is 
told,  ‘  you  may  well  be  a  great  physician,  you  are  the  greatest  jester 
in  all  the  court  and  physic  is  all  a  farce,  therefore  you  are  a  great 
physician.’  ”... 

Once  his  well  known  colleague  “  Torella  got  out  of  temper  and 
chose  to  say,  ‘  I  know  nothing  of  the  pleasantries,  I  am  a  doctor  and 
master  and  I  leave  such  things  to  tom  fools.’  Villalobos  was  prompt 


**  Fabie,  p.  57.  Gaskoin,  p.  56.  This  auto-<la-f6  is  mentioned  in  the  lists  of  Elkan 
N.  Adler  (Auto-de-fe  and  Jew,  1908,  p.  136)  and  in  Lea’s  History  of  the  Inquisition 
of  Spain  (New  York,  1907,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  227)  :  “  When,  in  1528,  Charles  V.  passed 
through  Valencia,  there  was  celebrated  in  his  honor  an  auto,  in  which  there  were 
thirteen  men  and  women  relaxed  in  person,  beside  ten  in  effigy.” 
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to  retort,  ‘  Teach  me  to  be  rude  since  you  arc  so  great  a  master  in 
it,  and  I  shall  then  give  over  these  pleasantries.’  ” 

“  Villalobos  was  one  of  the  most  ingenious  persons  of  his  age ; 
wise  in  medicine  and  philosophy,  good  poet,  most  spicy  in  his 
flagellations  of  human  vices.”  ®* 

Villalobos  must  have  retired  from  court  in  1543  or  44,  soon 
after  the  publication  of  his  “  Problemas.”  ®*  In  it  appears  a  ”  Con- 
cion  ”  .  .  .  ”  which  sums  up  in  a  few  touching  words  all  the  dis¬ 
appointment  and  pain  he  experienced  in  quitting  the  scene  of  his 
labours.”  Gaskoin  has  rendered  it  in  English : 

“  Then  make  swift  end,  oh  gentle  death. 

By  which  we  come  at  liberty. 

Since  this  world’s  ways  know  no  pity. 

How  ill  to  stay  this  fleeting  breath. 

And  all  that  lies  in  this  world’s  scope, 

As  children  and  great  store  of  friends. 

And  pride  of  place  and  human  ends. 

And  ev’ry  vain  and  ling’ring  hope, 

Commit  to  God  with  ev’ry  care 
Since  worth  brings  no  security 
And  promise  but  sterility. 

Ah,  better,  better  ’tis  to  die 
And  be  where  all  the  blessed  are.” 


*’  Gaskoin,  pp.  69-71. 

*'  Adolfo  de  Castro,  Curiostdades  bibliograficas,  Madrid,  1855,  cited  by  Gaskoia 
**  Gaskoin,  p.  42. 

**  Gaskoin,  p.  67. 


CHRONOLOGICAL  HISTORY  OF  HORACE  WELLS 
DISCOVERER  OF  ANESTHESIA'* 

W.  HARRY  ARCHER 

Assistant  Professor,  Department  of  Anesthesia  and  Exodontia, 

School  of  Dentistry,  University  of  Pittsburgh 

1815 

January  21.  Born  at  Hartford,  Windsor  County,  Vermont.®  First 
child  of  three  born  to  Horace  and  Betty  Heath  Wells.  (1)  (2)  (3) 
(6) 

1817 

Brother  Charles  was  born.  (3) 

1818 

Family  moved  to  Bellows  Falls.  (1)  (3) 

1819 

Sister  Mary  was  born.  (3) 

1821-1834 

Attended  select  schools  for  12  years;  boys  private  school  for  one 
year  with  Mr.  Ballard,  at  Hopkinton,  New  Hampshire;  Academies 
at  Amherst,  Massachusetts  and  Walpole,  New  Hampshire. 

He  was  a  teacher  for  one  district  and  many  Writing  Schools  and 
at  one  time  contemplated  entering  the  ministry.  (1)  (2) 

1834-1836 

Studied  dentistry  in  Boston  by  association  with  leading  dentists. 
No  dental  college  at  this  time. 

Practiced  briefly  in  Boston.  (1)  (2) 

1836 

Started  practice  in  Hartford,  Connecticut.  Soon  head  of  his  pro¬ 
fession.  (2) 

*  Read  by  title  at  the  17th  General  Meeting  of  the  International  Association  for 
Dental  Research,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  March  18,  19,  1939. 

*  Abstracted  in  Journal  of  Dental  Research,  vol.  18,  No.  3,  June  1939. 

*  Mr.  William  S.  Pingree,  Town  Qerk  of  Hartford,  Vermont,  informs  me  “  that 
the  record  of  our  vital  statistics  of  this  town  do  not  cover  any  birth  or  deaths  prior 
to  1854.  There  was  no  law  in  Vermont  concerning  the  records  of  vital  statistics 
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April  4,  1836.  In  the  Connecticut  Courant,  Vol.  72,  No.  3715, 
page  3  is  the  following  ad : 

Dr.  H.  Wells,  from  Boston,  would  inform  the  Citizens  of  Hartford,  and 
the  adjoining  Towns,  that  he  has  at  length  acceded  to  the  wishes  of  numer¬ 
ous  friends  in  this  section  of  the  country,  by  making  arrangements  for  spend¬ 
ing  a  short  time  in  this  city,  with  a  view  of  becoming  a  final  resident,  should 
present  patronage  be  sufficient  to  warrant  future  success. 

He  offers  himself  as  a  professional  Dentist,  and  all  work  in  the  line  of  his 
profession  will  be  thankfully  received  and  faithfully  executed.  As  he  has 
embraced  the  new  and  much  improved  style  of  inserting  Teeth  as  recently 
introduced  into  London  and  Paris,  He  pledges  himself  to  give  an  acknowl¬ 
edged  satisfaction  in  the  most  difficult  cases.  In  soliciting  a  share  of  patron¬ 
age,  Dr.  W.  would  avoid  boasting  of  his  own  skill,  or  derogating  that  of 
others — but  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  are  respectfully  invited  to  call  and  examine 
his  method  of  Inserting  Mineral  Teeth  on  Gold  Plate.  Particular  attention 
paid  to  the  preservation  of  Natural  Teeth,  by  a  process  of  cleansing  and 
filling  with  gold. 

Office  in  Main-street,  nearly  opposite  the  Connecticut  Hotel,  2d  door  from 
State-street,  April  4. 

*  *  *  * 

This  certifies  that  I  the  subscriber,  a  citizen  of  Hartford,  employed  Dr. 
Wells,  while  in  Boston,  in  an  operation  on  my  teeth,  and  I  am  happy  to  say 
that  it  has  answered  my  most  sanguine  expectations. 

Joseph  S.  French. 

In  the  same  paper  for  April  11  (page  3),  and  April  18,  1836 
(page  1 )  appeared  this  ad : 

Horace  Wells,  Dentist.  Office  in  the  Exchange-Buildings,  on  Main-street, 
two  doors  from  State-street.  April  11. 

August.  Admitted  by  letter  to  the  First  Church  of  Christ  in 
Hartford.  (4) 

1838 

Published  a  small  volume,  “  An  Essay  on  Teeth :  Comprising  a 
Brief  Description  of  their  Formation,  Disease,  and  Proper  Treat¬ 
ment.”  Case,  Tiffany  &  Co.,  Hartford,  1838. 

Notice  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Hartford  Directory:  “Wells, 
Horace,  dentist,  162i  Main  Street.”  (5) 

prior  to  that  date.”  Hence  the  date  of  birth  was  obtained  from  his  first  biographer 
(1)  and  checked  with  replies  from  descendants  and  the  data  on  Horace  Wells’ 
grave  marker. 
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Married  to  20  year  old  Elizabeth  Wales  on  July  9,  1838.  (14) 
(Elizabeth  Wales,  born  April  9,  1818,  died  July  17,  1889)  (6) 

1839 

August  26.  Only  child,  Charles  Thomas  Wells  was  bom.  (Died 
June  8,  1909)  (6) 

December  31.  Patent  #1450  issued  to  Horace  Wells  for  Coal 
Sifter.*  (7) 

1840 

Discussion  with  Linus  P.  Brockett,  Hartford,  Conn.,  showed 
Wells  “  Deeply  impressed  with  the  idea  that  some  discovery  would 
yet  be  made  by  which  dental  and  other  operations  might  be  per¬ 
formed  without  pain.”  (14) 

1841 

May  13.  First  entry  in  Day  Book.  (12) 

Records  of  first  five  years  of  practice  probably  lost.  (8) 

William  T.  G.  Morton  of  Farmington,  Conn.,  recited  to  and 
studied  Dentistry  under  Dr.  Wells.  (9) 

Busy  practicing  his  profession. 

1842 

William  T.  G.  Morton  continued  his  study  of  dentistry  under 
Wells.  (9) 

Practice  flourished.  (1)  (2) 

1843 

Interesting  entry  in  Day  Book,  September  10,  1843 :  ”  Mr.  Mor¬ 
ton,  Dr.  Solder  .  .  .  and  spiral  springs — $1.32.”  (8) 

Wells  and  Morton  enter  into  an  agreement  for  the  promotion  of 
an  ”  enterprise  ”  in  Boston,  concerning  which,  under  the  date  line 
of  November  22,  1843,  the  following  letter  from  Wells  to  Morton 
is  printed  in  Dr.  N.  P.  Rice’s  book :  “  to  show  the  good  feeling  which 

*  It  has  erroneously  been  reported  that  no  patents  were  issued  to  Horace  Wells. 
Mr.  J.  A.  Brearley,  Chief  Clerk,  Department  of  Commerce,  United  States  Patent 
Office,  writes :  “  You  are  advised  that  the  Index  of  Inventors  from  1790  to  1847 
shows  two  patents  issued  in  the  name  of  Horace  Wells  of  Hartford,  Connecticut, 
No.  4836  for  Shower  Bath  issued  November  4,  1846  and  No.  1450  for  Coal  Sifter 
issued  December  31,  1839.” 
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existed  between  them,  and  the  cause  which  really  induced  their 
separation.”  (15)  (Dissolution  of  partnership) 

“  Dr.  Wells  wrote :  ‘  We  can  both  of  us  see  at  a  glance  that 
it  is  madness  for  us  to  go  ahead  under  present  circumstances, 
for  the  reason  that  our  receipts  will  barely  pay  the  cost  of  mate¬ 
rials  used,  even  if  we  had  ever  so  much  work  at  the  prices  you 
have  taken  those  jobs  now  on  hand  .  .  .  (Unfortunately  part  of 
the  letter  was  deleted).  .  .  . 

‘  I  am  satisfied  in  my  own  mind  that  our  enterprise  will  be  a 
total  failure.  So  let  us  give  it  up  and  jog  along  here  at  home  as 
usual ;  in  case  you  do  not  give  up  the  enterprise,  I,  of  course  am 
ready,  and  do  give  you  notice  that  I  wish  to  get  out  of  it  as 
soon  as  our  agreement  will  permit.  I  wish  you  to  understand 
that  I  have  not  the  least  fault  to  find  with  you ;  I  have  the  utmost 
confidence  in  you  as  a  gentleman,  and  one  who  will  ever  to  aim 
to  act  your  part  well  in  accordance  with  the  strictest  honor  and 
integrity ;  we  have  both  exerted  ourselves  to  the  utmost,  and  I 
believe  that  our  ill-success  cannot  be  attributed  to  either  of  us 
so  far  as  ‘  goaheaditiveness  ’  is  concerned.’  ”  (15) 

1844 

Morton  apparently  convinced  Wells  to  continue  this  strange  rela¬ 
tionship,  because  on  January  30,  1844  this  ad  appeared  in  the 
American  Traveller  (Vol.  19,  No.  61) : 

DENTISTS 

Messrs.  Wells  &  Morton,  Dentists,  No.  19  Tremont  Row,  are  determined 
to  make  their  valuable  invention  extensively  known,  and  duly  appreciated  in 
the  shortest  time  possible;  with  this  in  view  we  now  propose  to  insert  teeth 
on  gold  (until  further  notice)  without  compensation  until  the  expiration  of 
one  year ;  then  if  the  patient  is  perfectly  satisfied  that  our  invention  is  really 
valuable  and  superior  to  any  other  mode  of  constructing  gold  plates,  we  shall 
expect  a  small  compensation  which  may  be  previously  agreed  on,  otherwise 
we  will  ask  nothing.  All  we  shall  require  when  the  teeth  are  inserted,  will 
be  just  enough  to  pay  for  the  materials  used,  which  will  be  but  a  trifle.  If 
by  this  means  we  are  enabled  to  introduce  our  improvement  more  extensively 
than  in  the  ordinary  way,  our  object  will  be  attained. 

All  persons  can  have  the  benefit  of  this  proposition,  whether  living  at  a 
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distance  or  in  town,  by  calling  or  sending  us  word  within  one  week  after  the 
publishment  of  this  notice,  so  long  as  it  may  be  continued. 

N.  B. — Dr.  Charles  T.  Jackson’s  certificate  respecting  this  invention  to  be 
seen  at  our  office. 

Wells  &  Morton, 

No.  19  Tremont  Row. 

nov  4— Wly 

This  co-partnership  was  apparently  in  name  only,  as  Wells  remained 
in  Hartford.  (8)  Wells  describes  this  relationship  in  these  words: 

“  I — assisted  in  establishing  him  in  the  city  of  Boston — (9) 

Wells  had  quite  a  number  of  coal  sifters  made  by  Col.  Thomas 
Roberts,  Manufacturer.  (10) 

March  4th.  Entry  in  Horace  Wells’  Day  Book :  “  Dr.  Wm.  T. 
G.  Morton,  to  operations  on  teeth  and  instructions  in  the  art  of 

dentistry  as  per  agreement -  $50.00  (8)  (12) 

Entries  on  May  4th,  17th,  21st,  27th,  June  11,  August  30,  Septem¬ 
ber  2nd,  show  charges  for  work  done  for  Morton  or  his  patients. 
(8)  (12) 

October  24.  The  following  appeared  in  the  Boston  Daily  Atlas 
(Vol.  13,  No.  100)  : 

COPARTNERSHIP  NOTICE.  This  certifies  that  the  co-partnership  of 
WELLS  &  MORTON  has  been  dissolved  by  mutual  consent 

Oct.  18,  1844  Horace  Wells 

ep3t  023 

December  10,  attended  G.  Q.  Colton’s  lecture  on  chemical 
phenomenon  where  the  idea  of  inhalation  anesthesia  crystallized  in 
Wells’  mind.  (9)  (11) 

December  11,  inhaled  nitrous  oxide  gas  administered  by  Colton 
and  had  an  aching  third  molar  painlessly  extracted  by  his  friend  and 
former  pupil  Dr.  John  Riggs,  later  of  Riggs’  disease  fame.  This 
was  the  first  operation  performed  under  nitrous  oxide  inhalation 
anesthesia.  (11) 

Experimented  with  administration  of  nitrous  oxide  to  his  patients 
to  prevent  pain  while  teeth  were  being  extracted. 

1845 

January,  entries  in  Day  Book  for  charges  for  work  done  on 
patients  were  made  on  the  6th,  7th,  11th,  15th,  and  16th.  (12) 
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The  last  of  January — Wells  lectured  before  Dr.  John  C.  Warren’s 
class  on  “  The  Use  of  Nitrous  Oxide  for  the  Prevention  of  Pain  ” 
and  demonstrated  anesthesia  for  extraction  before  Harvard  medical 
students  in  Boston.  (13)  Dr.  Wm.  T.  G.  Morton  was  present  and 
loaned  Wells  the  necessary  extracting  instruments.  (9)  (10) 

February  4th,  6th,  7th,  and  17th  entries  made  in  the  Day  Book. 
No  more  entries  until  Sept.  10th.  (12)  Wells  states,  “the  excite¬ 
ment  of  this  adventure,  (the  demonstration  in  Boston)  brought  on 
an  illness  from  which  I  did  not  recover  for  many  months,  being  thus 
obliged  to  relinquish,  entirely,  my  professional  business.”  (9) 

February  5,  1845,  in  the  Hartford  Courant,  Vol.  9,  No.  30,  page 
3,  appears : 

COTTAGE  TO  LET— H.  WELLS, 

wishing  to  give  up  house-keeping,  will  let  his  Cottage  on  Lord’s  Hill  at  a 
very  low  rent,  to  one  who  will  pay  some  attention  to  the  shrubbery  and  trees 
on  the  premises.  Possession  given  on  the  1st  of  April.  Enquire  at  his  office 
between  the  hours  of  10  and  12  A.  M. 

tf  feb  4 

April  7,  1845,  The  Hartford  Courant,  this  date,  Vol.  9,  No.  81, 
page  3,  has  the  following  notice : 

DENTAL  NOTICE — Having  relinquished  my  professional  business  for 
the  present,  in  consequence  of  ill  health,  I  do  with  pleasure  refer  those  who 
have  confidence  in  me,  to  Dr.  J.  M.  Riggs,  whose  professional  qualifications 
in  my  opinion  are  not  surpassed  by  any  Dentist  in  the  country.  This  is  strong 
language,  but  it  is  said  solely  for  the  benefit  of  my  friends  who  may  require 
any  operations  on  the  teeth  in  my  absence. 

H.  Wells. 

Hartford,  April  5,  1845.  13wd&w86 

This  arrangement  lasted,  according  to  Riggs’  day  book,  from  April 
1,  1845  to  September  1,  1845.  Riggs  allowed  Wells  $25.00.  (10 
Appendix) 

April-May.  Arranging  a  “  Panorama  of  Nature  ”  which  was  ex¬ 
hibited  for  some  time  in  the  City  Hall,  Hartford.  (10) 

May.  Conversations  with  Hon.  James  Dixon  regarding  his  dis¬ 
covery  of  the  pain  relieving  properties  of  nitrous  oxide.  (10  Appen¬ 
dix) 
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June  2,  1845,  this  ad  in  the  Hartford  Courant,  Vol.  9,  No.  129 
page  3,  announced  the  opening  of : 

WELLS’  PANORAMA  OF  NATURE 

H.  WELLS  will  give  a  series  of  Entertainments,  embracing  the  subject 
of  Natural  History,  at  the  CITY  HALL,  commencing  THIS  EVENING, 
Monday,  June  2d. 

Major  Hamilton’s  Brass  Band  will  be  in  attendance. 

Single  tickets  25  cents.  Tickets  admitting  a  Lady  and  Gentleman,  37j4. 
Children  under  12  years  of  age  at  half  price. 

Doors  open  at  7  commence  at  8  o’clock. 

Hartford,  June  2,  1845.  dtf 

(This  notice  was  repeated  June  3,  4,  5,  1845.) 

June  18,  1845,  P.  W.  Ellsworth,  M.  D.  published  an  article  in  the 
Boston  Medical  &  Surgical  Journal,  Vol.  XXXII,  No.  2,  “  On  the 
Modius  Operand!  of  Medicine.”  On  pages  396  and  397  he  says: 

”  The  nitrous  oxyd  gas  has  been  used  in  quite  a  number  of  cases  by 
dentists,  during  the  extraction  of  teeth,  and  has  found  by  its  excite¬ 
ment,  perfectly  to  destroy  pain ;  the  patients  appear  very  merry  dur¬ 
ing  the  operation,  and  no  unpleasant  effects  follow.”  Dr.  Ellsworth 
lived  in  the  same  house  with  Dr.  Wells  at  this  time. 

July.  Morton  travelled  to  Hartford  and  conferred  with  Wells  and 
Riggs  concerning  the  manufacture  and  use  of  nitrous  oxide  and  also 
to  settle  financial  accounts  with  Wells.  (10) 

Morton  states  Wells  was  arranging  an  exhibition  of  birds  at  the 
time  of  this  visit.  This  was  probably  part  of  the  “  Panorama  of 
Nature.”  (10) 

August  29,  1845.  This  notice  was  published  in  the  Hartford 
Courant,  Vol.  9,  No.  205,  page  3 : 

DENTIST 

H.  Wells,  Dentist,  having  taken  rooms  at  No.  14  Asylum  Street,  a  few 
doors  from  Main  Street,  will  resume  his  professional  business  on  Monday, 
September  8,  1845. 

d&wtf  6 

September  8.  Resumed  practice  in  Hartford,  at  14  Asylum  Street. 
Entries  in  Day  Book  for  Sept.  10th,  11th,  12th,  15th,  16th,  23rd,  and 
26th.  (12) 

October  9th,  10th,  and  12th,  entries  in  Day  Book.  (12) 
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November  5th.  Entry  in  Day  Book.  (12) 

Winter.  Wells  invents  shower  bath  and  tub.  Applied  for  patent. 

(10) 

Controversy  over  this  invention  with  Col.  Thos.  Roberts,  a  stove 
dealer,  tin  and  sheet  iron  manufacturer.  (10)  Settled  by  arbitration 
with  Francis  Parson  Esq.  in  favor  of  Wells. 

1846 

March.  Entered  into  partnership  with  Col.  Thos.  Roberts  for 
manufacturing  and  sale  of  shower  baths.  (10) 

Spring.  Actively  engaged  in  shower  bath  business.  (10) 

April  4.  The  last  entry  was  made  by  Dr.  Wells  in  his  Day  Book. 

(12) 

Summer.  On  a  visit  to  New  York  Wells  called  on  Dr.  Valentine 
Mott,  “.  .  .  and  made  the  fact  known  ...  of  the  influence  of  the 
Nitrous  Oxyd  or  Sulphuric  Ether  to  obliterate  all  consciousness  of 
pain  in  surgical  operations.  .  .  .”  (14) 

Oct.  19,  Morton  wrote  to  Wells  concerning  his  new  “  compound  ” 
for  putting  patients  to  sleep.  (10)  (16) 

Boston,  October  19,  1846 

Friend  Wells: 

Dear  Sir : — I  write  to  inform  you  that  I  have  discovered  a  preparation  by 
inhaling  which  a  person  is  thrown  into  a  sound  sleep.  The  time  required  to 
produce  sleep  is  only  a  few  moments,  and  the  time  in  which  persons  remain 
asleep  can  be  regulated  at  pleasure.  While  in  this  state  the  severest  surgical 
or  dental  operations  may  be  performed,  the  patient  not  experiencing  the 
slightest  pain.  I  have  patented  it,  and  am  now  about  sending  out  agents  to 
dispose  of  the  right  to  use  it.  I  will  dispose  of  a  right  to  an  individual  to 
use  in  his  own  practice  alone,  or  for  a  town,  county  or  state.  My  object  in 
writing  you  is  to  know  if  you  would  not  like  to  visit  New  York  and  the 
other  cities  to  dispose  of  rights  upon  shares.  I  have  used  the  compound  in 
more  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  cases  in  extracting  teeth,  and  I  have  been 
invited  to  administer  it  to  patients  in  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital, 
and  have  succeeded  in  every  case. 

The  Professors  Warren  and  Hayward  have  given  me  certificates  to  this 
effect.  I  have  administered  it  in  the  hospital  in  the  presence  of  the  students 
and  physicians — the  room  for  operations  being  full  as  possible.  For  further 
particulars  I  will  refer  you  to  extracts  from  the  daily  journals  of  this  city 
which  I  forward  to  you. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Wm.  T.  G.  Morton 
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Oct.  20.  Sent  letter  to  Morton  in  reply  to  Morton’s  announcement 
of  a  “  new  compound.” 

“  Hartford,  Connecticut,  Oct.  20,  1846 
“  Dr.  Morton — Dear  Sir : 

“  Your  letter,  dated  yesterday  is  just  received,  and  I  hasten  to  answer  it, 
for  fear  you  will  adopt  a  method  in  disposing  of  your  rights,  which  will  defeat 
your  object.  Before  you  make  any  arrangements  whatever,  I  wish  to  see  you. 

I  think  I  will  be  in  Boston  the  first  of  next  week,  probably  Monday  night. 

If  the  operation  of  administering  the  gas  is  not  attended  with  too  much 
trouble,  and  will  produce  the  effect  you  state,  it  will  undoubtedly  be  a  fortune 
to  you,  provided  it  is  rightly  managed. 

“  Yours,  in  haste, 

H.  Wells." 

October  24.  Saturday,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wells  arrived  in  Boston. 
Wells  visited  Morton  and  observed  the  administration  of  the 
“  compound  ”  to  several  patients  for  the  extraction  of  teeth.  On  his 
return,  Mrs.  Wells  details  the  following  conversation :  “  I  asked 
him,”  she  says,  “  whether  Morton  had  discovered  anything  new?” 
He  replied:  “  No!  it  is  my  old  discovery  and  he  does  not  know  how 
to  use  it.”  ( 14) 

October  26.  Monday — Dr.  Wells  and  his  wife  returned  to  Hart¬ 
ford. 

November  4,  Patent  #4836  issued  to  Horace  Wells  for  a  Shower 
Bath.  (7) 

November.  Wells  sold  out  his  shower  bath  business  to  Col.  Thos. 
Roberts.  (10) 

December  9,  1846.  Published  claim  as  discoverer  of  anesthesia  in 
Hartford  Courant,  as  follows : 

Hartford,  Dec.  7,  1846. 

Mr.  Editor : — You  are  aware  that  there  has  been  much  said  of  late  respect¬ 
ing  a  gas,  which,  when  inhaled,  so  paralizes  the  system  as  to  render  it 
insensible  to  pain.  The  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  have  adopted  its 
use,  and  amputations  are  now  being  performed  without  pain.  Surgeons  gen¬ 
erally  throughout  the  country,  are  anxiously  waiting  to  know  what  it  is,  that 
they  may  make  a  trial  of  it,  and  many  have  already  done  so  with  uniform 
^  success.  As  Drs.  Charles  T.  Jackson  and  W.  T.  G.  Morton,  of  Boston,  claim 

to  be  the  originators  of  this  invaluable  discovery,  I  will  give  a  short  history 
of  its  first  introduction,  that  the  public  may  decide  to  whom  belongs  the 
honor. 
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While  reasoning  from  analogy,  I  was  led  to  believe  that  the  inhaling  of 
any  exhilarating  gas,  sufficient  to  cause  a  great  nervous  excitement,  would 
so  paralire  the  system  as  to  render  it  insensible  to  pain,  or  nearly  so ;  for  it  is 
well  known,  that  when  an  individual  is  very  much  excited  by  passion,  he 
scarcely  feels  the  severe  wounds  which  may  at  the  time  be  inflicted,  and  the 
individual  who  is  said  to  be  “  dead  drunk,”  may  receive  severe  blows,  appa¬ 
rently  without  the  least  pain,  and  when  in  this  state,  is  much  more  tenacious  of 
life  than  when  in  the  natural  state,  I  accordingly  resolved  to  try  the  experi¬ 
ment  of  inhaling  an  exhilarating  gas  myself,  for  the  purpose  of  having  a 
tooth  extracted.  I  then  obtained  some  nitrous  oxide  gas,  and  requested  Dr. 
J.  M.  Riggs  to  perform  the  operation  at  the  moment  when  I  should  give  the 
signal,  resolving  to  have  the  tooth  extracted  before  losing  all  consciousness. 
This  experiment  proved  to  be  perfectly  successful — it  was  attended  with  no 
pain  whatever.  I  then  performed  the  same  operation  on  twelve  or  fifteen 
others  with  the  same  results. 

I  was  so  much  elated  with  this  discovery,  that  I  started  immediately  for 
Boston,  resolving  to  give  it  into  the  hands  of  proper  persons,  without  expect¬ 
ing  to  derive  any  pecuniary  benefit,  therefrom.  I  called  on  Doctors  Warren 
and  Hayward,  and  made  known  to  them  the  result  of  the  experiments  I  had 
made.  They  appeared  to  be  interested  in  the  matter  and  treated  me  with 
much  kindness  and  attention.  I  was  invited  by  Dr.  Warren  to  address  the 
Medical  Class  upon  the  subject,  at  the  close  of  his  lecture.  I  accordingly 
embraced  the  opportimity,  and  took  occasion  to  remark  that  the  same  result 
would  be  produced,  let  the  nervous  system  be  excited  sufficiently  by  any 
means  whatever;  that  I  had  made  use  of  nitrous  oxide  gas  or  protoxide  of 
nitrogen  as  being  the  most  harmless.  I  was  then  invited  to  administer  it  to 
one  of  their  patients,  who  was  expecting  to  have  a  limb  amputated.  I  re¬ 
mained  some  two  or  three  days  in  Boston  for  this  purpose,  but  the  patient 
decided  not  to  have  the  operation  performed  at  the  time.  It  was  then  pro¬ 
posed  that  I  should  administer  it  to  an  individual  for  the  purpose  of  extract¬ 
ing  a  tooth.  Accordingly  a  large  number  of  students,  with  several  physicians, 
met  to  see  the  operation  performed — one  of  their  number  to  be  the  patient. 
Unfortunately  for  the  experiment,  the  gas  bag  was  by  mistake  withdrawn 
much  too  soon,  and  he  was  but  partially  under  its  influence  when  the  tooth 
was  extracted.  He  testified  that  he  experienced  some  pain,  but  not  as  much 
as  usually  attends  the  operation.  As  there  was  no  other  patient  present,  that 
the  experiment  might  be  repeated,  and  as  several  expressed  their  opinion  that 
it  was  a  humbug  affair,  (which  in  fact  was  all  the  thanks  I  got  for  this 
gratuitous  service),  I  accordingly  left  the  next  morning  for  home. — While 
in  Boston,  I  conversed  with  Drs.  Charles  T.  Jackson  and  W.  T.  G.  Morton 
upon  the  subject,  both  of  whom  admitted  it  to  be  entirely  new  to  them.  Dr. 
Jackson  expressed  much  surprise  that  severe  operations  could  be  performed 
without  pain,  and  these  are  the  individuals  who  claim  to  be  the  inventors. 
When  I  commenced  giving  the  gas,  I  noticed  one  very  remarkable  circum- 
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Stance  attending  it,  which  was,  that  those  who  sat  down  resolving  to  have 
an  operation  performed  under  its  influence,  had  no  disposition  to  exert  the 
muscular  system  in  the  least,  but  would  remain  quiet  as  if  partially  asleep. 
Whereas,  if  the  same  individuals  were  to  inhale  the  gas  under  any  other 
circumstances,  it  would  seem  impossible  to  restrain  them  from  over  exertion. 

I  would  here  remark,  that  when  I  was  deciding  what  exhilarating  agent  to 
use  for  this  purpose,  it  immediately  occurred  to  me  that  it  would  be  best  to 
use  nitrous  oxide  gas  or  Sulphuric  Ether.  I  advised  with  Dr,  Marcy,  of  the 
city,  and  by  his  advice  I  continued  to  use  the  former,  as  being  the  least  likely 
to  do  injury,  although  it  was  attended  with  more  trouble  in  its  preparation. 

If  Drs.  Jackson  and  Morton  claim,  that  they  use  something  else,  I  reply  that 
it  is  the  same  in  principle  if  not  in  name,  and  they  cannot  use  anything  which 
will  produce  more  satisfactory  results,  and  I  made  those  results  known  to 
both  of  these  individuals  more  than  a  year  since. 

After  making  the  above  statement  of  facts,  I  leave  it  for  the  public  to  decide 
to  whom  belongs  the  honor  of  this  discovery. 

Yours  truly, 

Horace  Wells,  Surgeon  Dentist. 

December  10.  Wrote  to  Morton  as  follows: 

Dear  Morton: 

I  have  just  seen  a  copy  of  your  claim,  and  find  that  it  is  nothing  more 
than  what  I  can  prove  priority  of  discovery  (to)  by  at  least  eighteen  months. 
When  in  Boston,  at  your  room,  I  was  well  satisfied  that  the  principal  ingre¬ 
dient  was  ether,  and  to  all  appearances,  it  had  just  the  effect  of  this  alone  on 
the  patient  to  whom  I  saw  it  administered  in  your  office.  Now,  I  do  not  wish, 
or  expect,  to  make  any  money  out  of  this  invention,  nor  to  cause  you  to  be 
the  loser;  but  I  have  resolved  to  give  a  history  of  its  introduction,  that  I 
may  have  what  credit  belongs  to  me.  Although  it  is  in  my  power  to  invali¬ 
date  your  patent,  by  a  word,  yet,  as  long  as  we  remain  on  good  terms,  I 
shall  not  aim  to  do  it.  .  .  .  (17) 

The  balance  of  this  letter  was  deleted. 

December  18.  Wrote  to  Hon.  James  Dixon  for  a  passport  for 
his  trip  abroad.  (8)  The  object  of  this  trip  was  to  purchase  paint¬ 
ings  for  resale  in  the  United  States  and  to  present  his  claims  as  the 
discoverer  of  anesthesia. 

December  19,  passport  #  1485  issued  to  Horace  Wells  by  State 
Department,  U.  S.  A.  (8) 

December  22,  in  the  Hartford  Daily  Times  (No.  1854,  p.  3) 
appears  a  partnership  notice  of  Horace  Wells  and  J.  B.  Terry. 
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DENTISTS 

Hartford,  Dec.  19,  1846 

The  subscribers  having  associated  themselves  in  the  business  of  Dental 
Surgery,  respectfully  invite  all  who  may  require  the  service  of  Dentist  to 
call  at  their  rooms,  ISOyi  Main  Street,  where  all  operations  will  be  performed 
in  a  faithful  and  workmanlike  manner. 

Copartnership  Notice  Horace  Wells 

dec  22  eodsmw  3m66  J.  B.  Terry 

December.  Sailed  for  Paris  from  New  York.® 

1847 

Hon.  James  Dixon  protests  to  a  select  committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  against  that  committee  rendering  a  favorable  decision 
regarding  Morton’s  claims  as  the  discoverer  of  anesthesia  until  he 
had  an  opportunity  to  present  Wells’  claims.  (10) 

February.  Presented  “  his  claim  to  the  discovery  of  performing 
operations  without  pain  ”  to  the  “  Academie  de  Sciences  ”  and  the 
“  Academie  de  Medecine  ”  and  the  “  Parisian  Medical  Society  ”  (See 
Brewster’s  letter  under  March  26,  1847  dateline). 

February  17.  Published  this  article  in  Galignani’s  Messenger 
while  in  Europe.  (This  article  was  reprinted  in  The  Boston  Atlas, 
April  2,  1847,  columns  two  and  three,  page  2.) 

“  Paris,  Feb.  17,  1847. 

Sir: — As  you  have  recently  published  an  extract  from  the  Boston  Medical 
and  Surgical  journal,  which  recognises  me  as  the  discoverer  of  the  happy 
effects  produced  by  the  inhalation  of  exhilarating  gas  or  vapor  for  the  per¬ 
formance  of  surgical  operations,  I  will  now  offer  some  suggestions  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  this  subject.  Reasoning  from  analogy,  I  was  led  to  believe  that  surgi¬ 
cal  operations  might  be  performed  without  pain,  by  the  fact  that  an  indi¬ 
vidual,  when  much  excited  from  ordinary  causes,  may  receive  severe  wounds 
without  manifesting  the  least  pain ;  as,  for  instance,  the  man  who  is  engaged 
in  combat  may  have  a  limb  severed  from  his  body,  after  which  he  testifies 
that  it  was  attended  with  no  pain  at  the  time ;  and  so  the  man  who  is  intoxi¬ 
cated  with  spirituous  liquor  may  be  treated  severely  without  his  manifesting 
pain,  and  his  frame  seems  in  this  state  to  be  more  tenacious  of  life  than  under 
ordinary  circumstances.  By  these  facts  I  was  led  to  inquire  if  the  same  result 
would  not  follow  by  the  inhalation  of  some  exhilarating  gas,  the  effects  of 


*  Exact  date  of  departure  is  unknown.  Mr.  Byron  H.  Uhl,  District  Director, 
U.  S.  Department  of  Labor,  Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service,  Ellis  Island, 
New  York  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  advises  me  that:  “No  records  of  departing  passengers 
are  available  prior  to  March,  1929.” 
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which  would  pass  off  immediately,  leaving  the  system  none  tne  worse  for  its 
use.  I  accordingly  procured  some  nitrous  oxide  gas,  resolving  to  make  the 
first  experiment  on  myself,  by  having  a  tooth  extracted,  which  was  done 
without  any  painful  sensations.  I  then  performed  the  same  operation  for 
twelve  or  fifteen  others,  with  the  like  results;  this  was  in  November,  1844. 
Being  a  resident  of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  (U.  S.,)  I  proceeded  to  Boston 
the  following  month,  (December),  in  order  to  present  my  discovery  to  the 
medical  faculty — first  making  it  known  to  Drs.  Warren,  Hayward,  Jackson 
and  Morton,  the  two  last  of  whom  subsequently  published  the  same,  without 
mention  of  our  conference.  Since  this  discovery  was  first  made  I  have  admin¬ 
istered  nitrous  oxide  gas  and  the  vapor  of  ether  to  about  fifty  patients,  my 
operations  having  been  limited  to  this  small  number  in  consequence  of  a 
protracted  illness  which  immediately  ensued  on  my  return  home  from  Boston, 
in  January,  1845.  Much  depends  on  the  state  of  mind  of  the  patient  during 
the  inhalation  of  gas  or  vapor.  If  the  individual  takes  it  with  a  determination 
to  submit  to  a  surgical  operation,  he  has  no  disposition  to  exert  the  muscular 
system;  whereas,  under  other  circumstances,  it  seems  impossible  to  restrain 
him  from  over  exertion;  he  becomes  perfectly  uncontrollable.  It  is  well  to 
instruct  all  patients  of  this  fact  before  the  inhalation  takes  place.  The  tem¬ 
perament  and  physical  condition  of  the  patient  should  be  well  marked  before 
administering  the  vapor  of  ether;  persons  whose  lungs  are  much  affected 
should  not  be  permitted  to  inhale  this  vapor,  as  serious  injuries  have  resulted 
from  it  in  such  cases.  Nitrous  oxide  gas,  or  protoxide  of  nitrogen,  is  much 
less  liable  to  do  injury,  and  is  more  agreeable  to  inhale,  producing  at  the 
same  time  equal  insensibility  to  all  painful  sensations.  It  may  be  taken  with¬ 
out  the  least  inconvenience  by  those  who  become  choked  almost  to  strangula¬ 
tion  with  ether ;  in  fact,  I  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  a  single  instance  where 
this  gas  has  proved  in  the  least  detrimental.  This  discovery  does  not  consist 
in  the  use  of  any  one  specified  gas  or  vapor;  for  anything  which  causes  a 
certain  degree  of  nervous  excitement  is  all  that  is  requisite  to  produce  insensi¬ 
bility  to  pain.  Consequently,  the  only  question  to  be  settled  is,  which  exhila¬ 
rating  agent  is  least  likely  to  injure  the  system.  The  less  atmospheric  air 
admitted  into  the  limgs  with  any  gas  or  vapor  the  better — the  more  satis¬ 
factory  will  be  the  result  of  the  operation.  Those  who  have  been  accustomed 
to  use  much  intoxicating  beverage  cannot  be  easily  affected  in  this  manner. 
With  cases  of  dislocated  joints,  the  exhilarating  gas  operates  like  a  charm; 
all  the  muscles  become  relaxed,  and  but  a  very  little  effort  will  serve  to 
replace  the  limb  in  its  socket,  and  while  the  operation  is  being  performed  the 
muscles  do  not  contract  as  when  in  the  natural  state,  but  are  as  easily  man¬ 
aged  as  those  of  a  corpse.  Allow  me  to  add  that  I  have  had  no  opportunity 
of  reading  any  of  the  French  professional  reports  or  discussions  on  this  sub¬ 
ject.  I  shall  remain  in  Paris  until  the  27th  inst.,  and  in  the  interval  I  should 
be  pleased  to  Impart  such  information  as  I  may  have  acquired  by  a  close 
observation  of  the  various  phenomena  connected  with  this  interesting  subject. 

Horace  Wells.” 
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February  27.  Left  Paris  for  London.  (10) 

March  4.  Sailed  from  Liverpool  in  the  Hibernia  for  Boston.  ( 10) 
March  8.  Wells’  Memoir  was  read  before  the  Academy  in  Paris. 
(10) 

March.  Returned  from  England.*  Had  conferences  in  Boston 
with  Warren  and  Hayward.  (15) 

March  26.  The  Boston  Transcript  copied,  in  column  one,  page  4, 
by  request,  Dr.  Brewster’s  letter  from  the  column  of  the  foreign 
correspondent  of  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce: 

Paris,  March  1st,  1847.  The  all  absorbing  topic  of  conversation  in  the 
Saloons  of  Paris,  and  the  all  engrossing  discussions  in  the  learned  and 
scientihc  Societies  here,  as  in  most  of  Europe,  is  our  “  American  discovery  ” 
of  performing  surgical  operations  without  pain.  All  the  nations,  I  might 
almost  say,  all  the  individuals,  are  trying  to  claim  the  merit  of  the  discovery. 

Numberless  communications  are  published  from  persons  who  knew  all 
these  things  long  ago,  20,  30  and  40  years  since,  yet  to  the  present  moment, 
they  have  not  succeeded  in  wresting  the  honor  of  this  discovery  (the  greatest 
ever  given  to  man  since  the  days  of  “  Jenner.”)  from  the  western  world. 

I  have  seen  in  your  paper  of  the  30th  December  last,  a  letter  from  Doctor 
Marcy,  which  gives  the  whole  honor  to  Horace  Dr.  Wells,  dentist  of  Hart¬ 
ford.  I  have  also  seen  in  the  6th  January,  Dr.  Jackson’s  reply,  and  the 
rejoinder  of  Dr.  Marcy,  in  the  8th.  In  the  "  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal  ”  I  see  a  letter  which  gives  the  discovery  to  Dr.  Wells.  These  are 
things  which  I  hope  you  will  settle  fairly  on  your  side  of  the  water,  and  let 
“  Caesar  have  the  things  which  are  Caesar’s.” 

Dr.  Wells  has  been  for  the  last  few  days  in  Paris.  His  claims  to  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  performing  operations  without  pain,  have  been  presented  to  both 
the  “  Academie  des  Sciences,”  and  the  “  Academie  de  Medecine,”  where  they 
are  under  consideration.  He  has  likewise  been  before  the  “  Parisian  Medi¬ 
cal  Society,”  and  related  the  history,  progress,  and  final  result  of  his  dis¬ 
covery  ;  I  was  present ;  the  Society  were  of  opinion,  that  if  Dr.  Wells  brought 
forward  proofs  that  he  had  performed  the  extraction  of  teeth  in  1845  without 
pain,  then  he  would  be  entitled  to  the  merit  of  being  the  discoverer. 

Imagine  to  yourself,  Messrs  Editors,  a  man  to  have  made  this  more  than 
brilliant  discovery,  visiting  Europe  without  bringing  with  him  the  proofs. 
Dr.  Jackson  acted  much  more  wisely,  when  he  claimed  the  discovery;  for 
he  wrote  to  the  “  French  Institute,”  his  letter  bore  the  Boston,  Liverpool, 
and  the  French  post-marks,  then  it  was  sealed  by  the  Institpte,  its  receipt 

*  Exact  date  not  known.  Mr.  John  H.  Jensen,  Inspector  in  charge  of  Immigration 
and  Naturalization,  U.  S.  Department  of  Labor,  East  Boston,  Mass.,  writes: 
“.  .  .  please  be  informed  our  records  go  back  only  to  1848.” 
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recorded,  and  left  sealed  until  ordered  to  be  opened.  Had  Dr.  Wells  done 
the  same  thing  in  Nov.  1844  his  claim  would  not  now  admit  of  a  doubt. 
Whether  he  used  the  nitrous  oxyde  gas,  or  sulphuric  ether,  matters  but 
little,  inasmuch  as  their  results  are  the  same,  and  he  seems  after  having  tried 
them  both,  to  have  given  the  preference  to  the  gas,  as  being  more  agreeable 
to  inhale.  Other  kinds  of  ether  have  since  been  tried  here,  but  none  pretends 
to  claim  the  merit  of  the  discovery  by  using  a  new  substitute.  Though  there 
are  some  persons  skeptical  as  to  its  ultimate  value,  I  have  used  it  in  many 
cases  with  perfect  success,  and  have  seen  some  of  the  most  painful  operations 
in  surgery  performed  in  our  hospitals  without  the  patients  feeling  the  slightest 
pain.  No  country  in  the  world  offers  the  same  facilities  as  France  for  testing 
the  value  of  any  discovery  in  the  medical  science.  Here  man  and  beast  are 
made  subservient  to  the  rigors  of  experimental  proof.  When  this  discovery 
was  first  mooted,  some  feared  danger  from  fire,  that  the  breath  would  ignite 
and  the  lungs  explode ;  but  the  many  experiments  made  at  Alfoet  upon  horses 
who  had  been  made  to  inhale  the  ether,  prove  that  when  the  lamp  is  applied 
to  the  mouth  immediately  after  inhalation,  a  blue  flame  burns  exteriorly,  but 
soon  expires  without  the  slightest  harm  or  danger. 

As  an  American  I  feel  proud  that  this  discovery  originated  in  my  native 
land,  and  regret  that  any  efforts  should  have  been  made  to  rob  the  rightful 
discoverer  of  his  just  due. 

Very  truly  yours, 


Brewster. 

March  30.  Published  “  History  of  the  Discovery  of  the  Applica¬ 
tion  of  Nitrous  Oxide  Gas,  Ether,  and  other  Vapors,  to  Surgical 
Operations.”  J.  Gaylord  Wells,  Hartford,  1847. 

March  30.  Forwarded  the  original  testimonials  and  affidavits  and 
other  papers  contained  in  the  above  volume  to  Dr.  C.  S.  Brewster, 
No.  11  Rue  de  la  Paix,  Paris  to  be  presented  by  him  to  the  scientific 
and  medical  societies  of  Europe  in  order  that  Wells’  priority  in  the 
discovery  of  anesthesia  could  be  established.  (9) 

.April  2.  Article  in  Galignani’s  Messenger  republished  in  the 
Boston  Atlas  bearing  a  Paris  Feb.  17,  1847  date  line. 

April  22.  Letter  written  by  Wells  to  the  Editor  of  the  Boston 
Post,  Vol.  30,  No.  95,  page  1,  referring  to  a  long  article  which 
appeared  in  the  April  7th  1847  issue  and  signed  E.  W.  (Probably 
Edward  Warren,  Morton’s  representative)  : 
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TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE 
BOSTON  POST 

Hartford,  April  19,  1847 

I  have  just  seen  a  long  article  in  your  paper  of  the  7th  inst,  signed  E.  W., 
which  I  will  answer  in  one  word.  The  letter  which  is  there  introduced  with 
my  signature  was  written  in  answer  to  one  which  I  received  from  Dr.  Mor¬ 
ton,  who  represented  to  me  that  he  had  discovered  a  “  compound,”  the  effects 
of  which  as  described  by  him,  entirely  eclipsed  those  produced  by  nitrous 
oxide  gas  or  sulphurate  ether,  he  stating  that  his  “  compound  ”  would  inva¬ 
riably  produce  a  sound  sleep,  the  length  of  which  was  wholly  optional  with 
the  operator ;  that  he  had  not  made  a  single  failure  in  one  hundred  and  sixty 
cases,  &c.,  &c.  He  also  stated  that  he  had  obtained  a  patent  for  this  “  com¬ 
pound.”  I  accordingly  started  for  Boston  to  learn  more  of  this  improvement 
on  my  discovery,  with  which  I  had  made  him  acquainted  long  before. 

While  at  his  office  I  saw  the  (so  called)  compound  administered  to  a 
patient;  it  apparently  had  the  same  effect  as  the  gas,  which  I  had  many 
times  administered  for  the  same  purpose.  Before  I  left  for  home  the  gas  was 
given  to  several  other  patients  with  but  partial  success — at  least  so  said  the 
patients  with  whom  I  conversed.  I  then  enquired  about  his  patent,  and  found 
to  my  surprise  that  he  had  not  obtained  one,  nor  even  made  an  application 
for  one,  this  being  done  at  a  subsequent  period,  as  the  date  of  his  specifica¬ 
tions  and  patent  clearly  show.  Respecting  the  interview  which  E.  W.  had 
with  the  Hon.  James  Dixon  at  Washington,  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Dixon 
that  the  statement  of  E.  W.  in  the  article  referred  to,  is  a  gross  misrepre¬ 
sentation  of  the  truth,  and  if  necessary,  he  will  sign  a  certificate  to  that  effect. 

Respectfully, 

Horace  Wells 

April.  Wells  went  to  New  York  and  with  his  attorney  went  to  the 
Custom  House  to  get  the  paintings  purchased  in  Paris.  He  also 
arranged  with  a  manufacturer  to  have  frames  made.  (10  Appendix.) 

May.  The  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  passed 
resolutions  stating  that  Wells  was  the  discoverer  of  anesthesia. 

May  12.  Published  the  following  article  in  the  Boston  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal,  Vol.  36,  p.  298,  1847,  dealing  with  the  con¬ 
tents  of  the  October  20,  1846  letter : 
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THE  DISCOVERY  OF  ETHEREAL 
INHALATION 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Having  seen  an  article,  by  Edward  Warren,  in  the  Medical  Journal 
of  the  28th  April,  which  has  special  reference  to  myself,  with  your  permission 
I  will  answer  through  the  same  medium,  as  briefly  as  possible. 

Mr.  Warren,  who  is  a  gentleman  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Morton,  seems  to 
exult  in  the  possession  of  a  letter  with  my  signature,  which  he  has  published. 

I  am  much  surprised  that  Dr.  Morton,  for  his  own  sake,  should  have  per¬ 
mitted  that  letter  to  be  published,  for  when  his  letter  is  read,  to  which  mine 
was  an  answer,  it  places  the  whole  matter  in  quite  a  different  light.  Dr. 
Morton,  in  his  letter  dated  19th  October,  1846,  gave  me  to  understand  that 
he  had  made  a  discovery  which  would  entirely  eclipse  the  one  I  had  made. 
He  says: 

“  I  have  discovered  a  preparation,  by  inhaling  which  a  person  is  thrown 
into  a  sound  sleep ;  the  time  in  which  persons  remain  asleep  can  be  regulated 
at  pleasure.  While  in  this  sleep  the  severest  surgical  or  dental  operations 
may  be  performed,  the  patient  not  experiencing  the  slightest  pain.  I  have 
patented  it,  and  am  now  sending  agents  to  dispose  of  the  right  to  use  it.  1 
have  used  this  compound  without  a  single  failure  in  over  one  hundred  and 
sixty  cases,  in  extracting  teeth.  My  object  in  writing  you  is  to  know  if  you 
would  not  like  to  visit  New  York  and  the  other  cities,  and  dispose  of  rights. 

Respectfully  yours, 

W.  T.  G.  Morton.” 

Now  I  would  ask  all  who  have  made  use  of  ether  since  its  first  introduc¬ 
tion,  on  perusing  the  above  letter,  if  they  would  for  a  moment  imagine  the 
discovery,  as  above  described,  to  consist  in  the  use  of  this  article  ether? 
On  receiving  the  above  letter,  I  went  to  Boston  to  learn  the  nature  of  this 
improvement  on  my  discovery;  I  there  saw  Dr.  Morton  administer  his 
(so-called)  compound,  and  the  patient,  instead  of  going  quietly  to  sleep,  to 
be  aroused  at  pleasure,  as  I  had  been  informed  would  be  the  case,  became 
exhilarated,  succeeded  by  a  stupor,  the  same  as  is  produced  by  the  inhalation 
of  nitrous  oxide  gas.  While  at  Dr.  Morton’s  office,  three  or  four  other 
patients  inhaled  the  “  compound,”  two  of  whom  informed  me  that  it  was  an 
entire  failure.  I  though  this  remarkable  after  his  operating  on  one  hundred 
and  sixty  patients  “  without  a  single  failure.”  I  then  inquired  about  his 
patent,  which  the  letter  stated  had  been  obtained  for  the  compound,  and 
learned,  to  my  surprise  that  he  had  not  obtained  one,  nor  even  made  an 
application  for  one;  as  will  be  seen  by  the  date  of  his  letter  to  me,  and  the 
date  of  his  application  for  a  patent,  the  specification  bearing  date  October 
27th,  1846,  and  the  date  of  his  letter  being  19th  October,  1846.  Mr.  Warren 
states  that  I  “  returned  home,  determined  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
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business.”  Now  is  it  at  all  strange,  after  the  above  development  of  facts,  that 
I  acted  thus?  In  the  first  place,  what  could  I  do  in  reference  to  his  patent, 
for  he  had  got  none ;  and  in  the  next  place,  after  what  I  had  seen,  it  was  evi¬ 
dent  that  this  “  preparation  ”  was  no  improvement  upon  my  discovery  (with 
which  I  had  made  him  acquainted  more  than  eighteen  months  before),  even 
allowing  it  to  be  a  “  compound."  In  November,  1844,  I  made  this  discovery, 
and  applied  it  with  perfect  success,  as  is  proved  by  affidavits  of  the  very  first 
character.  I  have  also  proved  that  I  went  to  Boston  at  that  time  to  make  my 
discovery  known  to  the  medical  faculty,  and  addressed  Dr.  Warren’s  class 
upon  the  subject,  and  endeavored  to  establish  the  principle  that  the  nervous 
system,  when  wrought  up  to  a  certain  degree  of  nervous  excitement  by  any 
means  whatever,  would  become  insensible  to  pain;  then  stating  that  I  was 
using  nitrous  oxide  gas  for  this  purpose,  considering  it  the  most  harmless. 
When  I  first  made  the  discovery,  rectified  ether  was  used,  as  well  as  nitrous 
oxide  gas.  This  is  clearly  proved  by  affidavit;  but  I  preferred  the  latter  as 
being  more  agreeable  to  inhale,  and  less  liable  to  do  injury. 

It  is  truly  astonishing  to  see  with  what  pertinacity  Drs.  Jackson  and  Mor¬ 
ton  adhere  to  their  pretended  priority  of  discovery,  simply  because  I  gave  the 
preference  to  the  nitrous  oxide,  after  having  tried  both  the  vapor  and  the 
gas.  It  has  been  said  that  the  rectified  sulphuric  ether  vapor  acts  as  a  seda¬ 
tive  merely,  while  the  nitrous  oxide  gas  only  operates  as  a  stimulant.  This 
is  a  mistake,  and  no  man  who  has  ever  made  experiments  with  both  the 
gas  and  vapor  will  make  such  an  assertion.  When  I  first  administered  the 
nitrous  oxide  for  a  surgical  operation,  I  was  astonished  that  the  patient  did 
not  exert  the  muscular  system,  as  is  generally  the  case  when  taken  merely 
for  pleasure,  and  this  proved  to  be  the  case  in  subsequent  operations.  That 
this  is  a  remarkable  phenomenon,  is  acknowledged  by  all  who  have  made  use 
of  it  for  this  purpose,  and  it  is  precisely  so  with  the  vapor  of  ether ;  both  at 
first  stimulate,  then  when  continued  to  excess,  act  as  a  sedative,  producing  a 
stupor.  Several  gases  of  this  nature  are  now  being  used  in  Europe  with  per¬ 
fect  success.  Does  it  follow  that  every  one  who  makes  use  of  a  different  gas 
is  to  be  entitled  to  the  credit  of  this  discovery;  or  is  it  the  one  who  first 
proved,  by  actual  experiment,  that  one  of  these  gases  would  have  this  won¬ 
derful  effect  ?  Every  reasonable  man  will  at  once  say  that  the  principle,  when 
fully  demonstrated,  constitutes  the  discovery.  Both  Drs.  Jackson  and  Morton 
admit  that  they  were  fully  aware  that  I  had  used  nitrous  oxide  for  this  pur¬ 
pose  long  before  the  date  they  give  as  the  time  of  their  discovery.  Suppose 
A  makes  the  discovery  that  a  certain  degree  of  compression  of  the  limb,  with 
a  cloth  bandage,  will  so  paralyze  the  limb  that  it  may  be  amputated  without 
pain,  and  he  proves  this  beyond  a  doubt,  presenting  his  discovery  to  the 
world.  Soon  after,  we  hear  of  B,  proclaiming  that  he  has  made  a  wonderful 
discovery,  which  consists  in  the  use  of  a  leather  strap  to  produce  this  com¬ 
pression,  and  he  insists  that  it  is  nothing  like  the  discovery  of  A,  who  uses 
the  cloth  bandage.  Now  these  are  parallel  cases,  and  if  each  gas  or  vapor 
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which  may  be  used  for  this  purpose  is  a  distinct  and  independent  discovery, 
then  allow  me  to  ask,  where  will  it  end?  I  informed  Drs.  Jackson  and  Mor¬ 
ton  of  this  discovery  in  November,  1844,  both  admitting  that  the  idea  was 
entirely  new  to  them.  Dr.  Jackson  particularly  seemed  inclined  to  ridicule 
the  whole  thing. 

Mr.  Warren  states  that  my  experiment  before  the  medical  class  in  1844, 
was  a  failure,  and  all  pronounced  it  a  “  humbug.”  Now  this  is  perfectly 
true.  The  gas  bag  was  removed  too  soon,  and  the  patient  experienced  some 
pain,  and  I  was  denounced  as  an  imposter ;  no  one  seeming  inclined  to  assist 
in  further  experiments.  The  excitement  of  this  adventure  immediately 
brought  on  a  protracted  illness,  which  compelled  me  to  relinquish  my  pro¬ 
fessional  business  entirely.  For  this  reason,  and  because  I  did  not  wish  to 
incur  the  responsibility  of  administering  this  powerful  agent  without  the  co¬ 
operation  of  the  medical  faculty,  my  operations  have  been  somewhat  limited, 
but  perfectly  successful.  I  had  operated  on  something  like  fifteen  patients 
with  the  gas  before  having  the  interview  with  Drs.  Jackson  and  Morton  in 
November,  1844.  After  relinquishing  my  professional  business  in  consequence 
of  this  illness.  Dr.  Morton  requested  me  to  prepare  some  of  the  gas  for  him. 
I  told  him  to  go  to  Dr.  Jackson,  as  he  was  a  chemist,  and  get  it.  The  sequel 
is  already  known.  In  due  time  we  heard  of  surgical  operations  being  per¬ 
formed  at  the  Hospital,  without  pain,  by  means  of  a  secret  “  compound,”  and 
Drs.  Jackson  and  Morton  announced  as  the  discoverers.  Ere  long  my 
discovery,  which  I  designed  should  be  free  to  all,  is  trammelled  with  a  patent. 

Mr.  Warren  speaks  of  an  interview  which  he  had  with  the  Hon.  James 
Dixon.  To  show  him  that  his  memory  sometimes  proves  treacherous,  I  will 
here  give  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  just  received  from  Mr.  Dixon. 

“  Hartford,  May  5th,  1847. 

Dear  Sir, — The  communication  of  Mr.  Edward  Warren,  of  Boston,  to 
which  you  have  called  by  attention,  is  incorrect  in  several  particulars.  Mr. 
Warren,  it  seems,  misunderstood  my  conversation  with  him.  The  person 
whom  I  consulted  with,  in  regard  to  the  use  of  your  discovery,  was  Dr. 
Riggs,  of  Hartford,  and  not  yourself,  and  I  so  informed  Mr.  Warren. 

Yours  respectfully, 

James  Dixon.” 

Dr.  Horace  Wells,  Hartford.” 

With  the  foregoing  statement  of  facts,  I  close,  wishing,  in  all  sincerity,  to 
receive  no  more  credit  for  this  discovery  than  what  in  justice  I  am  entitled  to. 

Respectfully, 


Hartford,  May  5,  1847. 


Horace  Wells. 
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(Dr.  Wells  was  confused  about  dates.  His  discovery  was  made 
ir.  December  1844.  His  trip  to  Boston  was  made  in  January  1845). 

July  3,  1847.  This  announcement  appeared  in  the  Hartford  Daily 
Courant  (Vol.  11,  No.  157,  Whole  No.  2917). 

DENTISTS 

Hartford,  Dec.  19,  1846 

“  The  subscribers  having  associated  themselves  in  the  business  of  Dental 
Surgery,  respectfully  invite  all  who  may  require  the  services  of  a  dentist  tt 
call  at  their  rooms,  180j4  Main  Street,  where  all  operations  will  be  per 
formed  in  a  faithful  and  workmanlike  manner. 

Horace  Wells 

J.  B.  Terry.” 

may  27  d&wtf  97 

August  21,  Wells  gave  nitrous  oxide  for  removal  of  testicle  by 
Dr.  E.  E.  Marcy.  (This  case  was  published  in  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal  of  Sept.  1st,  1847,  No.  5,  Vol.  37.) 

August  28,  1847.  The  Hartford  Daily  Courant  carried  this  notice : 

DENTISTS 

Notice: — Having  associated  with  me  in  business.  Dr.  J.  B.  Terry,  I  cheer¬ 
fully  recommend  him  to  my  friends  and  patrons  who  may  require  dental 
operations  in  my  absence.  Those  employing  him  may  depend  on  having 
dental  operations  performed  in  a  faithful  and  workmanlike  manner. 

Horace  Wells. 

Hartford,  Aug.  28,  1847. 

1848 

January  1,  Wells  administered  nitrous  oxide  to  Henry  A.  Goodale 
for  the  amputation  of  his  leg.  Operation  was  performed  by  Dr. 
P.  W.  Ellsworth.  (Case  reported  by  Dr.  Ellsworth  in  The  Boston 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  June  17,  1848,  Vol.  37)  (No.  25,  p. 
498) 

January  4,  Wells  administered  nitrous  oxide  to  Mrs.  Mary  Gabriel 
for  the  “  removal  of  a  fatty  tumor  from  her  right  shoulder  weighing 
six  and  a  half  ounces.  This  was  performed  by  Dr.  L.  B.  Bernsford, 
assisted  by  Drs.  Grant  and  Crary.”  (14) 

January  17,  1848.  Notice  in  New  York  Evening  Post: 
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H.  Wells,  Surgeon  Dentist,  the  discoverer  of  the  “  Letheon,”  having  re¬ 
moved  to  New  York,  will  give  gratuitous  advice  respecting  the  use  of  Chloro¬ 
form,  Nitrous  Oxide  Gas,  and  “  Letheon,”  as  applied  to  the  extracting  of 
teeth  from  10  o’clock  A.  M.  until  3  o’clock  P.  M.  Residence  120  Chambers 
Street,  west  of  Broadway. 

January  17,  1848,  The  New  York  Herald  carried  the  following 
notice : 

TEETH  EXTRACED  WITHOUT  PAIN.— H.  Wells,  Surgeon  Dentist, 
who  is  known  as  the  discoverer  of  the  wonderful  effect  of  (|ther  and  various 
stimulating  gases  in  annulling  pain,  would  inform  the  citizens  of  New  York, 
that  he  has  removed  to  this  city,  and  will  for  the  present  attend  personally  to 
those  who  may  require  his  professional  services.  It  is  now  over  three  years 
since  he  first  made  this  valuable  discovery,  and  from  that  fime  to  the  pres¬ 
ent,  not  one  of  his  numerous  patients  has  experienced  the  slightest  ill  effects 
from  it ;  the  sensation  is  highly  pleasurable.  Residence,  120  Chambers  Street, 
West  of  Broadway. 

January  21,  Friday — 33  years  old  this  date. 

While  mentally  deranged,  due  to  the  effects  of  constant  self  experi¬ 
mentation  with  chloroform,  Dr.  Wells  was  arrested  because  of  annoy¬ 
ances  committed  on  Broadway.  (19)  Police  records  apparently  lost. 
(20) 

January  22,  Saturday — Permitted  to  go  to  his  rooms  on  Cham¬ 
bers  Street  where  he  secured  his  razor,  other  necessities  and  un¬ 
known  to  his  guard,  a  bottle  of  chloroform.  (19) 

January  23,  Sunday — Attending  church  services  in  the  Tombs. 
Seemed  to  be  in  good  spirits,  but  profoundly  affected  by  the  sermon. 
Wells  was  a  sensitive,  very  religious  individual.  Feeling  that  he  was 
guilty  of  what  he  thought  to  be  a  terrible  crime  he  committed  suicide. 
(19) 

January  24,  Monday — Body  discovered  by  the  guard.  “  Dr. 
Walters,  the  coroner,  was  called  to  hold  an  inquest,  and  the  jury 
rendered  a  verdict,  ‘  that  the  deceased  came  to  his  death  by  suicide, 
by  inflicting  a  wound  in  the  left  thigh  with  a  razor,  while  laboring 
under  an  aberration  of  mind.’”  (19) 

January  25,  1848,  Tuesday:  The  Evening  Post  carried  the  follow¬ 
ing  story  and  letters : 
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Melancholy  Suicide. — Dr.  Horace  Wells,  who  was  arrested  last  Friday, 
under  circumstances  which  are  fully  explained  in  the  following  letter,  and 
with  apparent  truthfulness,  committed  suicide  on  Sunday  night  last,  in  his 
cell  at  the  Tombs.  By  his  side  were  found,  on  his  bed,  an  empty  vial,  labelled 
“  Chloroform,”  the  contents  of  which  he  had  doubtless  taken,  preparatory  to 
taking  life.  A  penknife  and  a  razor  were  also  on  the  bed;  with  the  latter  he 
had  lacerated  the  flesh  of  the  left  thigh  quite  to  the  bone,  severing  the 
femoral  artery.  ...  In  one  comer  of  his  cell  were  found  his  watch  and  the 
following  letters: 

New  York,  Jan.  23,  1848. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce : 

Gentlemen: — I  wish,  through  the  medium  of  your  journal,  to  make  a 
plain  statement  respecting  the  unhappy  circumstances  in  which  I  am  at  pres¬ 
ent  placed.  My  real  name  is  now  before  the  public  as  a  miscreant,  gpiilty  of 
a  most  despicable  act,  that  of  wantonly  destroying  the  property  of  those 
girls  of  the  town  who  nightly  promenade  Broadway.  The  facts,  so  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  are  briefly  these: — On  Tuesday  evening  last  a  young  man 
with  whom  I  had  recently  formed  an  acquaintance,  went  with  me  to  my 
office  in  Chambers  St.,  and  while  there,  he  said  a  woman  of  bad  character 
had  spoiled  a  garment  for  him  while  walking  in  the  street,  by  throwing  some¬ 
thing  like  vitriol  upon  him ;  that  he  knew  who  it  was,  and  would  pay  her  back 
in  the  same  coin.  As  I  had  some  sulphuric  acid  in  my  office,  which  I  was 
using  in  some  chemical  experiments,  he  requested  the  liberty  of  taking  some 
of  it,  for  this  purpose.  He  accordingly  cut  a  groove  in  the  cork  of  a  phial, 
so  that  a  small  quantity  only  might  escape  when  it  was  suddenly  thrust  for¬ 
ward.  He  then  said  that  he  might  get  it  upon  his  own  clothes.  I  told  him 
that  I  had  an  old  cloak,  which  could  not  be  much  injured  by  the  acid,  as  it 
was  good  for  nothing. — By  his  request  I  walked  into  the  street  with  him,  he 
wearing  my  old  cloak,  and  I  having  on  my  ordinary  over-coat.  We  pro¬ 
ceeded  up  Broadway,  and  when  about  opposite  the  theater,  he  said  that  he 
saw  the  girl  he  was  in  pursuit  of,  and  he  soon  gave  her  shawl  a  sprinkling; 
we  then  turned  down  Broadway,  when  my  friend  proposed  to  sprinkle  some  of 
the  other  girls,  I  immediately  objected,  and  told  him  that  what  he  had 
already  done  was  not  in  accordance  with  my  own  feelings,  although  it  was 
done  in  revenge ;  and  when  we  arrived  at  Chambers  St.,  I  took  my  phial  and 
cloak ;  at  the  same  time  two  of  his  friends  came  up  and  I  left  him,  supposing 
that  I  had  dissuaded  him  from  doing  the  mischief  he  proposed,  which  is  as 
foreign  to  my  nature  as  light  is  opposed  to  darkness.  I  then  regretted  exceed¬ 
ingly  that  I  had  countenanced  in  any  manner  the  first  act.  On  getting  home 
I  found  that  my  cloak  had  apparently  received  the  principle  part  of  the  acid 
which  had  escaped  from  the  phial  as  the  wind  was  blowing  towards  us  when 
the  act  was  done.  On  meeting  with  my  acquaintance  the  next  day,  he  said 
that  himself  and  his  two  friends,  whom  I  met  the  previous  evening,  had 
resolved  to  drive  all  the  bad  girls  out  of  Broadway  by  sprinkling  them  with 
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acid.  I  in  vain  reasoned  with  him  against  committing  so  much  injury  when 
he  had  not  been  harmed.  This  was  the  last  interview  which  I  have  had  with 
him  to  the  present  time. 

I  wish  now  to  state  as  well  as  I  am  able  what  influenced  me  to  do  this 
act  on  Friday  evening,  which  I  confess  was  done  with  my  own  hands;  and 
this  was  the  only  one  of  which  I  am  guilty  and  which  resulted  in  my  arrest. 

I  had  during  the  week  been  in  the  constant  practice  of  inhaling  chloroform  for 
the  exilarating  effect  produced  by  it;  and  on  Friday  evening  last  I  lost  all 
consciousness  before  I  removed  the  inhalor  from  my  mouth.  How  long  it 
remained  there  I  do  not  know;  but  on  coming  out  of  the  stupor  I  was  ex- 
hiliarated  beyond  measure,  exceeding  anything  which  I  had  ever  before 
experienced,  and  seeing  the  phial  of  acid  (which  had  been  used  a  few  eve¬ 
nings  previous  as  above  described)  standing  on  the  mantel,  in  my  delirium  I 
seized  it  and  rushed  into  the  street  and  threw  it  at  two  females.  I  may  have 
thrust  it  at  others,  but  I  have  no  recollection  further  than  this.  The  effect 
of  this  inhalation  continued  very  much  longer  than  ever  before,  and  did  not 
entirely  pass  off  until  sometime  after  my  arrest.  I  do  not  make  this  state¬ 
ment  expecting  to  free  myself  from  all  blame  in  this  matter ;  yet  I  have  been 
induced  to  make  a  minute  statement  of  facts,  that  the  public  may  better  judge 
of  this  misdemeanor  so  far  as  I  am  concerned.  I  state,  unhesitatingly,  that  I 
would  no  sooner,  deliberately,  in  cold  blood,  go  into  the  street  and  commit 
the  gross  acts  of  wantonness  which  have  been  committed  for  the  last  few 
evenings,  than  I  would  cut  my  right  hand  from  my  body.  No,  I  am  not  prone 
to  do  mischief,  as  all  can  testify  who  have  ever  known  me.  But  now  I  am 
placed  in  circumstances  where  I  am  obliged  to  bear  the  reproaches  of  the 
world  for  the  most  contemptible  acts  in  which  I  have  not  participated. 
Because  I  have  done  this  one  act  in  a  moment  of  delirium,  I  must  bear  the 
brunt  of  the  whole.  Some  of  the  papers  disbelieved  my  statement  about  others 
being  concerned  in  this  business ;  but  I  am  informed  to  day  that  while  I  was 
in  close  confinement  last  evening,  the  same  acts  were  being  committed  in 
Broadway;  several  were  sprinkled  with  acid.  However,  my  character  which 
I  have  ever  prized  above  everything  else  is  gone — irrevocable  gone — and  I  am 
now  in  the  most  miserable  condition  in  which  it  is  possible  for  man  to  be 
placed.  One  of  those  abandoned  females  who  were  examined  yesterday, 
stated  that  I  had  often  addressed  her  in  Broadway.  Now  I  do  most  solemnly 
assert  that  the  statement  of  the  girl  is  utterly  false;  I  never  have,  on  any 
occasion,  had  anything  to  say  to  these  miserable  creatures.  If  myself  alone 
was  the  only  one  to  suffer  by  all  the  false  statements,  which  may  be  or  have 
been  made  respecting  me,  it  would  be  nothing  compared  to  the  injury  to  my 
dear-dear  wife  and  child.  Oh !  may  God  protect  them !  I  cannot  proceed,  my 
hand  is  too  unsteady,  and  my  whole  frame  is  convulsed  in  agony.  My  brain 
is  on  fire. 

Sunday  evening,  7  o’clock 

I  again  take  up  my  pen  to  finish  what  I  have  to  say.  Great  God !  has  it 
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come  to  this?  Is  it  not  all  a  dream?  Before  12  o’clock  this  night  I  am  to 
pay  the  debt  of  nature.  Yes,  if  I  was  to  go  free  tomorrow  I  could  not  live  and 
be  called  a  villain.  God  knows  I  am  not  one.  O,  my  dear  mother,  brother, 
and  sister,  what  can  I  say  to  you  ?  My  anguish  will  only  allow  me  to  bid  you 
farewell.  I  die  to-night,  believing  that  God,  who  knoweth  all  hearts,  will 
forgive  the  dreadful  act.  I  shall  spend  my  remaining  time  in  prayer. 

Oh!  what  misery  I  shall  bring  upon  all  my  near  relatives,  and  what  still 
more  distresses  me  is  the  fact  that  my  name  is  familiar  to  the  whole  scientific 
world,  as  being  connected  with  an  important  discovery;  and  now,  while  I 
am  scarcely  able  to  hold  my  pen,  I  must  bid  all  farewell !  May  God  forgive 
me!  Oh!  my  dear  wife  and  child,  whom  I  leave  destitute  of  the  means  of 
support — I  would  still  live  and  work  for  you,  but  I  cannot — for  were  I  to 
live  on,  I  should  become  a  maniac.  I  feel  that  I  am  but  little  better  than  one 
already.  The  instrument  of  my  destruction  was  obtained  when  the  officer  who 
had  me  in  charge  kindly  permitted  me  to  go  to  my  room  yesterday. 

Horace  Wells. 

To  The  Editors 

My  last  request  to  Editors  is,  that  they  will,  while  commenting  on  this 
unhappy  affair,  think  of  my  poor  wife  and  child — also  my  mother,  brother 
and  sister,  all  of  whom  are  numbered  among  the  most  respectable  members 
of  society. 

H.  Wells. 


To  My  Dear  Wife 

I  feel  that  I  am  fast  becoming  a  deranged  man,  or  I  would  desist  from 
this  act.  I  can  not  live  and  keep  my  reason,  and  on  this  account  God  will 
forgive  the  deed.  I  can  say  no  more. 


Farewell 


H. 


To  Mr.  Dwyer 

Dear  Sir:  When  you  receive  this  I  shall  be  no  more.  I  wish  you  would 
take  my  watch  and  present  it  to  my  dear  wife,  together  with  the  trifle  I  have 
already  given  you.  Please  to  see  to  my  burial :  let  me  be  interred  here  in  the 
most  secret  manner  possible.  I  wish  you  or  Mr.  Barber  would  go  immediately 
to  Hartford,  and  reveal  this  misfortune  to  my  wife  in  the  most  inobjection- 
able  manner  possible,  and  attend  to  the  business  which  we  spoke  of  this 
morning,  when  you  little  thought  of  this  occurrence. 


Yours, 

H.  Wells. 

To  Messrs.  Dwyer  and  Barber, 

Weston  Hotel. 

N.  B.  Please  tell  Mr.  James  to  write  to  Mr.  F.  W.  Stowon,  No.  19  Rue  du 
Fauxbourg  Possonier,  Paris  and  tell  him  of  my  death. 

♦  *  *  * 
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As  some  papers  connect  the  name  of  Dr.  Wells  with  the  “  discovery  of 
ether  or  chloroform,”  it  may  be  proper  to  state  that  to  the  deceased  is  due 
the  original  discovery  of  “  ether  ”  now  in  use  by  dentists  and  others ;  but 
that  Dr.  Morton,  of  Boston,  first  successfully  applied  it,  after  its  use  had  been 
suggested  by  Dr.  Wells.  Chloroform  is  an  entirely  different  thing,  dis¬ 
covered,  we  believe,  by  Dr.  Simpson,  of  Edinburgh. 

January. — Death  mask  made.^ 

January  26,  1848,  Wednesday:  The  Daily  Hartford  Courant  had 
the  following : 

EDITORIAL 

THE  LATE  HORACE  WELLS 

The  death  of  this  gentleman  has  caused  a  profound  and  melancholy  sensa¬ 
tion  in  this  community.  He  was  an  upright  and  estimable  man,  and  had  the 
esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  Of  undoubted  piety,  simplicity  and  generosity 
of  character,  enthusiastic  in  the  pursuits  of  science,  and  having  just  been 
acknowledged  as  the  discoverer  of  etherization  in  surgical  operations,  he 
was  regarded  with  the  highest  respect  and  regard  by  all  our  citizens,  and 
there  was  no  one  who  seemed  less  likely  to  meet  the  sad  fate  that  has  befallen 
him. 

In  the  letters  which  were  found  in  his  cell  he  speaks  of  himself  as  having 
formed  a  habit  of  taking  ether  for  its  exhilerating  effects.  There  is  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  he  did  this  deliberately.  The  probability  is  that  his 
mind  was  somewhat  unsettled  by  the  frequency  with  which  he  inhaled  it  in 
trying  experiments  in  order  to  satisfy  himself  on  the  feasibility  and  pro¬ 
priety  of  employing  it  in  surgical  operations.  Being  of  an  excitable  temper, 
the  effects  of  this  course,  added  to  the  agitation  which  he  felt  in  consequence 
of  the  attempt  to  gain  the  credit  of  his  important  discovery  for  rivals,  and 
the  intensity  with  which  he  watched  the  proceedings  in  Paris  on  this  subject, 
till  he  was  formally  acknowledged  as  the  real  discoverer,  further  unbalanced 
his  mind  so  that  he  was  peculiarly  in  danger  of  mischief.  When  in  this  dis¬ 
turbed  state  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  he  betook  himself  to  the  inhaling 
of  chloroform,  that  in  the  madness  occasioned  by  it  he  should  have  engaged 
in  the  acts  for  which  he  was  arraigpied,  or  that  under  the  pressure  of  his 
misery  he  should  have  put  an  end  to  his  own  life.  He  committed  the  fatal  act 
by  cutting  open  his  thigh,  completely  severing  the  femoral  artery,  having  first 
inhaled  chloroform  to  deaden  the  pain.  Before  doing  this  he  wrote  the  letters 


^  The  date  on  which  the  mask  was  made  or  by  whom  is  unknown.  It  hangs  at 
present  in  the  Boston  Medical  Library.  Mr.  James  F.  Ballard,  Director,  advises 
me  that  he  has  “been  unable  to  find  any  reference  to  the  Library’s  acquisition  of 
Horace  Wells’  Death  Mask.  It  has  been  in  the  Library  for  a  great  many  years, 
as  I  remember  seeing  it  even  in  the  old  building  at  19  Boylston  Place.  I  suppose 
that  we  have  had  it  for  sometime  previous  to  1892.” 
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which  we  copy  below,  expressive  of  his  desperate  intentions  and  the  mental 
suffering  which  led  to  the  rash  consummation. 

By  a  melancholy  coincidence,  Dr.  J.  B.  Terry,  his  partner,  was  bereaved 
of  a  son  under  most  afflicting  circumstances  on  Saturday.  We  are  informed 
that  Mrs.  Wells  wrote  to  her  husband  to  avoid  writing  to  Dr.  Terry  on 
business,  as  he  was  not  in  a  state  of  mind  to  receive  such  correspondence. 
Little  did  any  think  how  great  an  affliction  awaited  her  at  that  very  time ! 

(The  letters  referred  to  in  this  editorial  are  printed  under  date  line 
of  New  York,  Jan.  25th,  1848.) 

January  27,  1848.  In  the  Hartford  Courant,  Vol.  12,  No.  23, 
Whole  No.  3093,  is  the  following  notice  under  deaths  (page  3)  : 

The  funeral  of  Dr.  Horace  Wells  will  take  place  at  his  late  residence.  No. 
117  Main  St.,  this  (Thursday)  P.  M.  at  half  past  2  o’clock. 

Buried  in  the  Old  North  Burying  Ground.  (On  May  18,  1908 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wells’  bodies  were  removed  and  brought  to  Cedar 
Hill  for  Burial).  (21) 

January  27,  1848.  In  the  Hartford  Daily  Courant,  Vol.  12,  No. 
23,  Whole  No.  3093,  on  page  2,  is  an  editorial  copied  from  the  New 
Haven  Journal. 


THE  SUICIDE  OF  DR.  WELLS. 

The  statement  of  this  unhappy  event  as  given  in  another  column,  is  by  no 
means  in  our  judgment  calculated  to  give  the  public  mind  the  exact  morale 
of  this  affair.  It  is  the  belief  of  medical  men  here  who  know  all  the  facts, 
that  he  was  utterly  irresponsible  in  a  morale  view  for  all  he  did,  and  that 
his  whole  conduct  was  the  dictate  of  insanity.  Indeed,  those  who  knew  him, 
know  that  his  whole  conduct  was  utterly  irreconcilable  with  his  firm  and 
established  character. 

He  spent  some  days  in  this  city  last  summer — called  at  our  office — and  we 
were  struck  with  the  intellectual  merit  as  well  as  modesty  of  the  man.  There 
was  something  peculiar  in  him.  He  remarked  to  us  the  extreme  pain  he  suf¬ 
fered  from  the  course  of  some  medical  gentlemen  in  reference  to  his  discovery, 
and  we  formed  the  opinion  that  he  was  subject  to  great  mental  depression, 
amounting  almost  to  disease — a  fact  his  friends  say  was  true  of  him. 

He  was  however,  a  high  minded  gentleman,  utterly  incapable,  while  in  his 
right  mind,  of  the  low  and  boyish  mischief  which  he  committed  in  New  York, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  that  which  some  of  our  public  presses  refer 
to  as  a  fault,  was  only  a  misfortune,  and  all  the  more  dreadful  because  of  its 


1166 


W.  HARRY  ARCHER 


awful  effects  on  himself.  He  was  a  man  to  whom  the  world  owes  public 
thanks  for  taking  the  lead  in  the  most  wonderful  discovery  in  human  history, 
and  we  are  pained  to  see  any  of  the  public  press,  almost  without  examination, 
stigmatize  as  a  “  monster,”  the  man  who  had  laid  humanity  under  such  an 
obligation.  We  witnessed  but  the  other  day  a  surgical  operation  in  this  city 
under  the  influence  of  ether,  or  that  which  grew  out  of  Dr.  Wells’  discovery. 
We  felt  then  how  much  the  world  owed  him.  This  and  such  facts  known  to 
all,  should  make  us  slower  in  condemnation. 

“  Tis  well 

To  speak  the  best  we  can  of 
human  kind.” 


1848 


March  15,  F.  A.  Brown  &  C.  L.  Covell,  appraisers  under  oath 
submitted  to  the  Probate  Court  this : 


Inventory  &  appraisal  of  estate  of 
Horace  Wells 
Late  of  Hartford  Deceased 
Exhibited  &  Accepted 
March  20th,  1848. 
Recorded  Book  49  page  229.  .  . 


*  *  *  * 

Office  Furniture 

1  Sofa  (castors  broken  off) . 13.00 

1  Rocking  Chair  (red) .  1.25 

1  Center  Table .  5.00 

1  Dentist  Chair .  3.00 

1  Carpet  (say  16  yds.)  @  .SO .  8.00 

1  Looking  Glass .  2.50 

1  Stove  &  Pipe .  9.00 

Lot  of  Shells . 15.00 

1  Show  Case  containing  do .  5.00 

Tools,  etc. 

Murite  of  Ammonia, 

say  6  lbs.  15c .  .90 

2  Pairs  Forceps  (new)  1.50 .  3.00 

6  Pairs  Forceps  .75 .  4.50 

1  Pair  Forceps  .50 

1  Pair  Forceps  .25 

3  Pairs  Forceps  .50 .  1.50 
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24  Files  1.00  per  doz .  2.00 

Lot  gold .  1.00 

2  Glasses  .  .25 

35  Excavators  &  Burrs 

(Square  Finish)  1.50  doz .  4.25 

24  Excavators  &  Burrs 

(Round  Finish)  1.00  doz .  2.00 

23  Excavators  &  Burrs 

(Ivory  handle)  1.00  doz .  1.92 

21  Pluggers,  etc.  (Ebony  & 

ivory  handle)  4.50  doz .  7.87 

1  Spring  Saw .  .50 

1  Drawing  Plate .  1.00 

3  Files . 50 

978  Teeth  (plate  &  pivot)  6c . 58.68 

2  Cases  for  tools  2. — .  4.00  94.62 


47  Bells,  etc .  10.00 

*  *  *  * 


The  fact  that  there  does  not  exist  any  of  the  personal  effects,  in¬ 
struments  or  equipment  of  Horace  Wells  was  something  I  couldn’t 
understand.  However  through  the  kindness  of  Miss  A.  Louise 
Blair  of  Hartford,  I  have  received  copies  of  the  papers  in  the  Horace 
Wells’  file  at  the  Probate  Court,  which  show  that  his  estate  was  in¬ 
solvent  and  the  office  furniture,  tools  and  household  furniture  were 
sold  at  auction. 
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TEXTS  AND  DOCUMENTS 
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Among  the  private  papers  of  the  Medici,  now  in  the  R.  Archivio 
di  Stato  of  Florence,  is  this  brief  report  concerning  Giovanni  dei 
Medici  (1421-1463).  It  consists  of  four  pages  of  fairly  legible 
Italian.  On  the  outside  is  written  “  Counsel  regarding  the  health  of 
the  Magnificent  Giovanni  dei  Medici  given  by  Maestro  Mingho, 
Maestro  Bartholommeo,  Maestro  Filippo  Cenni  and  Maestro  Cesari 
of  Naples.”  Above  this  is  scrawled  1463,  probably  the  date  of  the 
document.  If  the  consultation  was  held  that  year,  it  was  before 
September,  as  from  then  on  until  Giovanni’s  death  the  first  of 
November,  the  daily  reports  of  the  Milanese  ambassador  to  the  Duke 
make  no  mention  of  these  doctors.  Of  them  nothing  is  known.  The 
last  of  the  four  is  evidently  a  Neapolitan;  perhaps  the  others  were 
also  non-Florentines.  Every  doctor  of  those  days  hoped  for  an 
appointment  as  house  physician  to  the  Medici  all  of  whom  suffered 
from  one  ailment  or  another.  Giovanni,  the  younger  son  of  Cosimo, 
Pater  Patriae,  escaped  the  family  heritage  of  gout,  but  the  so-called 
catarrh  was  an  even  greater  handicap  and  caused  his  death  at  the 
age  of  forty-two.  His  mother’s  letters  suggest  that  the  trouble  was 
due  to  his  constant  over-eating  and  general  neglect  of  his  health. 
(M.P.  A.  137:  1004.) 

Consiglio  perla  salute  del  magn"  gioannj  demedicj :  facto  per  m® 
mingho :  m°bart® :  m°  philippo  Cenn j :  &  m°  Ceser  j  da  napol j 

Consiglio  pel  m“Joannj  demedicij : 

Perche  noi  Troviamo  chel  m®®  Joann  j  spesso  incorre  Catarro  freddo 
&  humido :  &  alcunavolta  con  alq^*  acuita/  descendente  alpecto :  perla 
Conplessione  del  Cervello  Caldo/  &  humido/  apto  ad  eere  offeso  da 
Infinite  Cagionj :  &  chelui  patiscie  debilita  distomaco  perla  Conplesio- 
ne  fredda/  &  humida  accidentalmente  acquistata :  per  haver  beuto  gia 
acque  fredde:  &  alpnte  piu  Confirmata  per  nonfare  elconsueto  suo 
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exercitio :  |)erla  (juale  mala  Conpressione  distomaco/  non  ismaltendo 
elcibo/  Cade  Inopilatj"*”  delfejjhato/susjiecta  ad  IiniMistumire :  jiero 
ix?r  preservarllo  dasiinilj  male  dis}X)sitionj :  dalle  (piale  alpnte  hah- 
hiamo  Curato :  Collaiuto  didio  faremo  uno  breve  Collegio :  jiel  (juale 
lui  ha  bisogno  didua  reggimentj :  Cioe  della  vita  /&  del  medicinale : 

Elreggimento  della  vita  Consiste  Indebita  administratione  di  sei  Cose 
non  naturalj :  Cioe  daria/CilM)./l)ere :  moto/  (juiete:  somno/  vigilie; 
evacuatj"V  &  repletione  &  accidente  daio:  Come  e  adirarssi  &c. 
Incj'"  alia  aere  usi  aere  Temj)erato/Ci(x;  ne  Caldo  nefreddo/  made- 
clinante  ad  siccho:  e  ])ero  siguardi  dallaere  Trop|K)  Caldo/&  Tropix) 
freddo :  iierche  jier  (|‘’  ri  sjiecto  glinuoce  lo  stare  sotto  sole/  & 
Incamere  Troppo  stufate  &  nuocegli  assai  landate  In  mediate  alia 
aria  molto  Caldo/o/  molto  freddo:  &  non  mancho  aventj/o/  freddi 
o  caldi  chesisiano : 

Guardisi  dallo  aere  dellaiKKte:  &  dallo  stare  adaria/o/  sole  Colato: 
&  dadormire  ancora  In  Camera  bumida:  &  dafuma/Polvere/  &  odori 
fortj  &  acutj. 

In(|‘”  bora  almangiare  /  &  liere  observi  Tre  regule/  Cioe  Circa  la 
(pialita/  (i”‘“  &  TemjM) : 

IiKj'"  alia  (jualita  del  mangiare^  &  liere  usi  Cibi  facilj  adigestirssj  non 
excedendo  ne  in  Caldo/ ne  Infreddo:&  jier  niente  non  usi  Cibi  ventosi 
/o  vajH)rosi  /o/  salsej/o  aucut j :  &  jiero  Iiu|’‘’  alia  Car  ne  volatile: 
Usi  ucciellj  fegianj/  starne/i)ollj,  usellettj  boschereccj  Come  jietti- 
rossj  &c  liehafichi/  ortolanj  allodole  &  simile:  puo  usare  dei  pippionj 
die  Comincino  advolare:  Tortole/  &  Tordi:  &  guardisi  dagluccellj 
aipiaticj/Come  sono  anitre /oche  &  gru/  &  similie 
Delle  Came  di  (juatro  pie:  usi  C.^'rettj/'  vitelle  dilacte/C'astratj : 
delle  Came  salvatiche  usi  lepre/Capriolj/jKirci  salvaticj/&  arrosto  pin 
jiresto  die  lessi :  guardisi  de  Came  dibue  vecliio/  &  insalate  :  &  da 
agnellj  ■&  jxirci  doniesticj :  Usi  ova  dighalline  lesse:  &  non  arrosto 
o/  flecte  o/  dure :  &  guardisi  dalacte  &  ogni  Cacio :  bendie  dojK) 
Ilcibo  /ne/  fiossa  pigliare  alq‘"/j)er  sigillare  lostoniaco. 

Delle  herlie  puo  usare  sjiinaccij/bietole/  Invidia/  lactuca/radidii/ 
liretesomlxilo :  borragine  lingua  bona/  selbastrella,  nepitella/mta/ 
capix'rj  preparatj  &  similie.  Guardisi  dalla  ruchetta/  ruta,  Cavolj/ 
&  datuctj  gliagrumj :  Come  Cijxille/  ixirrj,  agli/  radicie  &  carote. 
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De  fructi  usi  dei  poponj  Temperatamente/Cirese/pere  moscadelle/ 
pistacchj/pincKhi  preparat j :  uve  passe/Zibibbo/mandorle  dolcie/ 
melegranate  dolcie :  Zuche  puo  usare  in  minestra :  guardisi  dalle  pere/ 
&  mele  &  persiche/&  humiliache:  puo  usare  delle  susine  in  poca 
qMchevolta:  guardisi  dalle  Castagne/nocie/nocciuole/  fichi/  &  uve 
fresche/ 

de  grani:usi  farro/semola/amido/ceci/&  maxime  rossi:  &  emeglio 
usare  elbrodo  chel  cece :  guardisi  da  Cicerchie/lenti/&  fave/&  riso : 
benche  del  riso  possa  usare  con  Came  grasse  Cotto:  Cioe  cum 
Capponi  &c : 

Guardisi  da  ogni  generatione  di  Fungho/&  maxime  da  Tartufj/ 
perche  esono  duno  peximo  nutrimento:&  causano  oppilatj®*: 
Depescj/usi  pescj  di  fiume  petroso:  Usi  pesci  marini  de  leggieri 
digestj“  Come  sono  sogl j/ghamber  j/triglie  /&  similie : 

Guardisj  da  pescj  di  lago/stagno/  o  Palude :  &  maxime  dalle  ostriche 
preparate  con  Pepe  &  speterie  acute : 

Inq^  alia  q‘***  del  mangiare  &  here :  mangi  comodamente/&  temperate 
beva :  &  non  mangi  tanto  che  sia  satio :  &  per  q*°  si  guardj  dalle  assaj 
diversita  decibj : 

Inq^®  al  tenpo  delmangiare  &  here: mangi  quando  gliviene  elvero 
appetito :  Cioe  quando  elcibo  che  luj  ha  nellostomacho  e  digesto:  & 
non  differisca  adcibarssj : 

Et  se  lui  assaj  copiosamente  mangia  a  desinare :  difFerisca  lasua  Cena 
per  X  hore  dapoj : 

Et  se  desina  leggieri :  ceni  dopo  octo  hore  a  sua  Posta ; 

Et  sia  advertito  che  nella  dispositione  del  Catarro  la  Cena  debbe  eere 
piu  leggierj : 

Et  nellordine  del  Cibarssi  pigli  prima  &  comminci  da  Cibi  piu  facilj  a 
digestire : 

Inq^  al  fare  exercito  o  stars!  in  riposo  diciamo  che  glie  Conveniente 
inanzi  a  ognj  Cibo  fare  uno  Temperato  exercitio/o  apie/o/  Cavallo 
che  sisia :  &  misurarsi  loexercitio  cosj :  Cioe  che  enon  duri  insino  che 
lui  sistrachi  o  che  sudj :  mache  e  Pervengha  Insino  alluno  &  laltro 
termine  exclusive  :&  bisogna  fare  piu  exercitio  da  mattina  che  da 
sera :  &  e  piu  conveniente  facte  prima  le  debite  purghationi  dellurina 
&  ventre.  &  pero  siguardi  dallo  exercitio  poi  che  gli  e  pasciuto.  Anzi 
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stia  in  riposo  per  Tre  here  almeno  non  si  exercitando :  benche  j* 
leggierj  andate  aspasso  dopo  elcibo  non  nuoca/ma  giovi  assaj 
Inq*®  al  dormire  o/veghiare :  dormi  dopo  la  Cena  presa  dua  hore :  o/ 
almeno  j* :  dorma  col  capo  alto  &  mezzanamente  coperto :  &  cominci 
a  dormire  sopra  e  lato  dextro  &  poi  si  volti  insul  sinistro :  el  dormire 
bocchoni  e  cosa  perfecta :  &  quello  delle  renj  e  cosa  pernitiosa  perche 
Prepara  lomo  a  male  infirmita:  &  se  per  qualche  caso  enon  potessj 
dormire  la  nocte  dorma  da  mattina:  &  guardesi  daldormire  eldi  & 
maxime  dopo  desinare  perche  efa  rema  assaj :  corrompe  elcalore : 
laxa  e  nervj :  &  debilita  lappetito ;  &  fa  molti  mal j 
Inq*®  allevacuare  o/  ritenere  provegha  daver  debite  evacuationi  & 
della  urina  &  del  ventre  &  dello  stomacho:ma  levacuatione  dello 
sperma  sia  moderata  ne  maj  se  non  stimolato  dalla  natura  adcio :  & 
non  sia  pemiente  inmediate  dopo  elpasto  preso  o/  stomaco  voto:  & 
usisj  tale  acto  in  modo  chel  Corpo  non  Patisca  disolutione  o/de- 
bolezza:  perche  enon  si  puo  fare  peggio  e  uno  stomacho  debile  &  a 
uno  Cervello  che  Patisca  Catarrho. 

Inq*®  alii  accident  j  dellaioi  stia  alegro  sperando  sempre  bene:& 
guardisj  da  contristarssj/adirarssj/  o/  infuriarsj :  o/  da  suonj  de- 
lectevol  j  &  suavj  cant  j :  &  q*®  bast  j  inq'®  a  q*®  reggimento 
Inq*®  hora  alreggimento  medicinale  Diciamo  che  Consiste  in  debita 
administratione  di  v  cose:  Cioe  pillole/lactovarij/  Cerottj/  polvere 
&  bagnj. 

Inq*®  alle  pillole  laudiamo  che  ognj  settimana  epigli  j*  mezza  dramma 
delle  infrascripte  Pillole  lequali  hanno  rispecto  al  Capo  &  non  meno 
amembri  nutritivj :  &  quando  lui  vuole  Pigliare  tale  Pillole  pel  Capo 
&  Purghatione  di  quello  piglile  dopo  Cena  Inmediate  o/  quando  lui 
va  adormire  o  veramente  dopo  il  primo  somno. 

R*  Pillole  aggregative  &  Pillole  assaiaree:  ana  &  Faccisene  vj 
Pillole  per  pigliare  in  dua  volte  iij  per  volta 

Inq*®  alactovarj  lodiamo  per  confortare  el  Cervello  che  quando  eva  a 
lecto  adormire  epiglj  dello  Infrascripto  lattovare  quanto  e  j*  nocciuola 
R®  Diacorj  sanza  spetie  ij :  Diapoliris  muscadatj  3,  ij :  mescola  & 
fa  lactovare  per  usare  come  e  dicto  di  sopra 

Lodiamo  ancora  per  confortare  lo  stomacho  &  il  Feghato  &  per  rimuo- 
vere  le  oppolatione  del  Feghato  che  lui  usj  del  lactovare  Infrascripto 
ognj  mattina  q^  j*  Castagna 


A  RENAISSANCE  REGIMEN 


1175 


R*  Diarodon  abatis  K  ij  /Conserve  Citr  j  K  j/  limatura  dacciaio 
preparata  OJ :  &  mescola  con  j°  poco  di  mele  rosato  &  usa  Come  decto 
Puo  Pigliare  ancora  della  savonea  &  ognj  di  j®  poco  pervolta  :  &  la 
mattina  Presso  adhora  de  desinare  puo  Pigliare  j®  poco  dariaglia 
Confecta  o/  Gengovo  Confecto  o/  similj  confectionj  in  Conserva 

Inq*®  al  Cerotto  lodiamo  che  Finita  lapurghatione  si  Faccia  appicare 
allostomacho  q*®  Cerotto  videlicet: 

R*  Mastice  j :  gherofanj  3,  j :  Corallj  rossj  3i :  mescola  &  fa 
Cerotto  per  stbmacho. 

Inq*®  alia  Polvere  laudiamo  che  lui  usi  Polvere  ducale  sopra  esua 
Cibj :  laquale  sifa  in  q^  forma 

R*  Cinamomj  electrj,  3,  ij  :  Coriandolj  Preparatj,  3,  j  :  Zuchero 
Bianco  Fine  3  vj:dognj  cosa  sifaccia  Polvere  &  mescolisj  insieme 
Lodiamo  ancora  che  dopol  Cibo  lui  usj  Curiandolj  Preparatj  & 
Confectj 

Inq*®  abagnj :  lodiamo  in  tenpo  debito  e  bagnj  Ferrej  per  Confortare 
e  membrj  nutritivj :  Cioe  per  Confortare  lostomacho  &  il  Feghato 

Lodiamo  ancora  e  bagni  Zulfurej :  &  aluminosa  &  Citrosa,  idest 
Sannitrosa  per  la  Doccia  del  Capo :  Fatta  prima  la  Purghatione  Uni¬ 
versale  &  particulare :  &  benche  sitrovj  piu  bagnj  di  simile  natura 
nondimeno  de  Circunstantj  noi  Preponiamo  el  bagnio  di  Sancto 
Filippo  per  la  doccia :  &  Conseguentemente  debbe  Ire  al  bagno  davig- 
none  per  Confortare  emembrj  nutritivj :  el  bagno  ancora  ad  Petriolo 
e  conveniente  in  q*®  Caso  per  la  doccia  del  Capo:  &  el  bagno  delle 
Caldanelle  che  e  li  vicino  e  bono  per  Confortare  e  membri  nutritivj. 
Non  Biasimiamo  pero  el  bagno  di  Sancta  Maria  in  Bagno  dove  e  j® 
optimo  bagno  per  confortare  e  membrj  nutritivj  &  chiamasj  el  bagno 
delle  Donne :  &  li  e  anche  el  bagno  della  doccia  che  si  chiama  elbagnio 
della  Torre: benche  Tale  bagnio  sia  debile  e  bisogni  fare  j®  doccia 
posticcia  adcio  che  lacqua  Caschj  da  alto  sopra  el  Capo.  Ma  non 
diremo  cosa  alchuna  delle  reghole  debagnj  perche  tal  Cura  si  lasciera 
al  medico  che  lui  merra  seco  abagnj.  &  q°  basti  secondo  tale  reggi- 
mento  cum  Dei  aiutorio. 
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Counsel  for  the  Magnificent  Giovanni  dei  Medici 

Because  we  find  that  the  Magnificent  Giovanni  suffers  frequently 
from  catarrh,  both  dry  and  breamy,  and  that  at  times,  this  descends 
to  the  chest,  with  acute  pain,  because  of  the  compression  of  the  dry 
and  feverish  head,  for  many  reasons,  apt  to  be  offensive;  and  that 
he  suffers  from  debility  of  the  stomach  when  he  has  taken  cold 
water;  and  at  present  this  condition  is  more  confirmed  because  he 
can  not  take  his  usual  exercise ;  the  serious  pressure  on  the  stomach 
(the  food  not  digested)  causing  stoppage  of  the  liver,  with  danger 
of  impostumation ;  therefore,  to  preserve  him  from  such  ill  condi¬ 
tions  as  those  we  now  have  under  treatment,  we  make  this  brief 
report,  with  the  aid  of  God,  recommending  two  regimes :  that  is,  of 
his  way  of  living  and  of  medicine. 

The  regime  for  living  consists  in  due  administration  of  six  non¬ 
natural  things :  that  is  air ;  food  and  drink ;  exercise  and  quiet ;  sleep 
and  wakefulness ;  evacuation  and  repletion ;  and  spiritual  disturbances, 
such  as  anger,  etc. 

As  to  air,  use  temperate  air,  that  is,  neither  hot  nor  cold,  but 
inclining  to  dryness ;  and  therefore  he  is  to  avoid  air  that  is  too  hot 
or  too  cold;  for  this  reason  it  is  harmful  to  stay  in  the  sun,  or  in 
over-heated  rooms;  and  it  is  very  harmful  to  go  suddenly  into  air 
that  is  very  hot  or  very  cold;  and  not  less  so  to  go  into  the  wind, 
whether  hot  or  cold. 

Avoid  night  air,  or  staying  in  stagnant  ^  air  or  sun,  or  sleeping  in 
a  damp  room,  or  smoke,  or  powder,  or  strong  or  pungent  odours. 

Now  as  to  eating  and  drinking,  observe  three  rules :  that  is,  as  to 
the  quality,  the  quantity  and  the  time. 

As  to  the  quality  of  food  and  drink,  select  food  that  is  easy  to 
digest,  neither  exceedingly  hot  nor  exceedingly  cold;  and  on  no  ac¬ 
count  use  food  that  is  flatulent,  or  gaseous,  or  salty  or  acid:  and 
therefore,  as  regards  flying  flesh,  use  birds,  pheasants,  partridges, 
chickens,  wood-birds,  such  as  robins  etc.  fig-peckers,*  ortolans,  larks 
etc.  He  may  use  pigeons  that  are  beginning  to  fly,  doves  and 

*  Florio’s  dictionary,  the  most  nearly  contemporary  one  in  existence,  gives  this 
meaning  to  colato. 

*  Probably  wood-peckers. 
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thrushes ;  and  avoid  aquatic  birds,  such  as  ducks,  geese,  cranes  and 
such. 

Of  four-footed  flesh,  use  kids,  suckling  calves,  mutton;  of  wild 
meat,  use  rabbits,  deer,  wild  boars,  and  roasted  rather  than  boiled. 
Avoid  old  beef  or  that  which  is  salted,  and  lamb  and  domestic  pork. 
Use  hens’  eggs,  boiled  and  not  roasted,  and  not  fried,  nor  hard; 
and  avoid  milk  and  all  cheese,  although  a  little  may  be  taken  after 
the  meal  to  seal  the  stomach. 

Of  vegetables,  use  spinach,  beets,  endive,  lettuce,  turnips,®  parsley, 
borrage,  bumet,  salvastrella,  calamint,  mint,  prepared  capers,  etc. 
Avoid  rocket,  rue,  cabbage  and  all  such  pungent  herbs  as  onions,  leek, 
garlic,  radishes  and  carrots. 

Of  fruits,  use  melons  temperately;  cherries,  muscatel  pears,  pis- 
tacchio,  prepared  pinenuts,  dried  grapes,  sibobbo*  sweet  almonds, 
sweet  pomegranates.  Gourds  (mallow)  may  be  used  in  soup.  Avoid 
pears  and  apples,  and  peaches  and  apricots.  He  may  use  plums  in 
small  quantities  at  times.  Avoid  chestnuts,  walnuts,  filberts,  figs 
and  fresh  grapes. 

Of  cereals  use  spelt,  meal,  bran,®  chick-pea  and  especially  rossi ;  ® 
and  it  is  better  to  use  these  in  soup  than  alone.  Avoid  chickory, 
lentils,  beans  and  rice,  although  rice  may  be  used  when  cooked  with 
fat  meat,  such  as  capons  etc. 

Avoid  all  forms  of  fungi,  and  especially  truffles  as  they  are  of 
poorest  nutriment  and  cause  obstruction. 

Of  fish,  use  that  from  rock-bedded  streams;  use  sea  food  that  is 
easily  digested,  as  sole,  starwort,  mullett  and  such. 

Avoid  fish  from  lakes  or  marshes  or  swamps,  particularly  oysters 
served  with  pepper  or  sharp  spices. 

As  to  the  quantity  of  food,  eat  comfortably  and  drink  temperately. 
Never  eat  until  you  are  sated,  and  for  this  reason  avoid  a  great 
diversity  of  food. 

As  to  the  time  of  eating  and  drinking,  eat  when  the  appetite  is 

*  The  Medici  raised  turnips ;  this  is  not  the  proper  form  for  radishes,  which  are 
referred  to  just  below. 

*  A  small  kidney-shaped  grape. 

*  Amido  is  the  modem  word  for  starch  but  Florio  and  the  Crusca  both  give  as 
an  obsolete  meaning,  an  unmilled  grain. 

*  Small  dark  red  chestnuts  used  for  flour. 
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good;  that  is,  when  what  is  in  the  stomach  is  digested,  and  do  not 
postpone  meals. 

And  if  he  eats  copiously  for  dinner,  defer  supper  for  ten  hours; 
if  dinner  has  been  light,  sup  after  eight  hours,  or  at  the  usual  time.^ 

And  be  advised  that  in  cases  of  catarrh,  the  supper  must  be  light ; 
and  in  the  manner  of  eating,  take  first  the  food  that  is  more  easily 
digested  and  commence  with  that. 

As  to  taking  exercises  or  remaining  quiet,  we  say  that  it  is  ad¬ 
visable  for  him  to  take  exercise  before  each  meal,  on  foot  or  on 
horseback,  as  may  be ;  and  to  measure  the  exercise  thus :  that  is,  it 
must  not  last  until  he  is  tired  and  perspiring,  but  he  is  to  reach  one 
end  or  the  other  exclusively.  And  it  is  better  to  exercise  in  the 
morning  rather  than  in  the  evening;  and  it  better  to  have  had  first 
the  usual  purgation  of  urine  and  bowels. 

As  to  sleep  and  wakefulness :  sleep  about  two  hours  after  supper, 
or  at  least  one  hour.  Sleep  with  the  head  high  and  half  covered. 
And  commence  to  sleep  on  the  right  side  and  then  turn  to  the  left. 
Sleeping  with  the  face  downward  is  perfect ;  and  sleeping  on  the  back 
is  pernicious  as  it  leads  to  serious  infirmities.  And  if  for  any  reason 
he  can  not  sleep  at  night,  sleep  in  the  morning;  and  avoid  sleeping 
in  the  daytime  and  especially  after  dinner,  as  it  causes  rheum,  lowers 
the  temperature,  relaxes  the  nerves,  weakens  the  appetite  and  causes 
many  ills. 

As  to  evacuation  and  retention,  try  to  have  a  regular  evacuation  of 
the  urine,  the  bowels  and  the  stomach.  But  the  evacuation  of  the 
semen  should  be  moderate,  and  never  unless  stimulated  by  nature; 
and  in  no  case  immediately  after  eating,  nor  on  an  empty  stomach. 
And  use  that  act  so  that  the  body  is  not  disordered  nor  weakened,  as 
nothing  could  be  worse  for  a  weak  stomach  or  a  brain  suffering  from 
catarrh. 

As  to  spiritual  disturbances,  remain  happy  always  hoping  for  the 
best  and  avoid  sadness  anger  or  fury  and  delightful  music  or  sweet 
songs.  And  that  suffices  for  this  regime. 

As  to  the  medical  regime  we  say  it  consists  in  due  administration 
of  five  things:  that  is  pills,  electuaries,  plasters,  powders  and  baths. 

*  The  Medici  had  “  dinner  ”  about  ten  A.  M.— eleven  on  state  occasions — and 
supper  about  five  or  six.  Giovanni’s  revels  usually  began  about  nine  or  ten  in  the 
evening. 
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As  to  pills  we  recommend  that  each  week  he  takes  a  half  dram  of 
the  following  pills,  which  are  for  the  head  and  not  less  for  the 
nutritive  organs;  and  when  he  wishes  to  take  such  pills  for  the 
head  and  for  purgation,  take  them  immediately  after  supper  or  when 
he  goes  to  sleep  or  indeed  after  the  first  sleep. 

R*  aggregative  *  pills  and  assaiaree  *  ana  3  Make  six  pills  of 
this  to  take  in  two  doses,  three  each  time. 

As  to  the  electuary,  we  recommend  to  ease  the  brain  that  when  he 
goes  to  bed  to  sleep,  he  takes  the  following  electuary  as  much  as  the 
size  of  a  filbert. 

R'diofon'one^®  without  spice  ij ;  diapoloris  muscadati  3,  ij;  mix 
and  make  an  electuary  to  use  as  directed  above. 

We  also  recommend  to  ease  the  stomach  and  the  liver  and  to 
remove  the  obstruction  of  the  liver,  that  he  use  the  following  elec¬ 
tuary  each  morning,  the  size  of  a  chestnut. 

R*  Diarodon  abbatis  ij ;  lemon  conserve  j ;  steel  filings, 
prepared,  O.i.  Mix  with  a  little  rose  honey  and  use  as  directed. 

He  may  also  take  a  little  of  the  savonia  “  each  day  a  small  quan¬ 
tity;  and  in  the  morning  about  an  hour  before  dinner,  he  may  take 
a  little  conserved  aralia,^*  or  preserved  ginger  or  any  similar  conserve. 

As  to  the  plasters  we  command  that  when  the  purgation  is  finished 
one  apply  to  the  stomach  this  plaster,  viz. : 

R*mastic  j ;  cloves  3,  j ;  red  coral,  3  i :  mix  and  make  a  plaster 
for  the  stomach. 

As  to  the  powder,  we  recommend  that  he  use  ducal  powder  over  his 
food,  which  is  made  in  this  way. 

R^cinnamomi  electri^*  3,  ij ;  prepared  coriander  3,  j;  fine  white 
sugar,  3  vj ;  make  a  powder  of  each  and  mix  them  together. 

We  also  recommend  that  after  eating  he  use  prepared  and  con¬ 
served  coriander. 

As  to  baths,  we  recommend  at  regular  times,  the  use  of  iron  baths 
to  ease  the  digestive  organs,  that  is  the  stomach  and  liver. 

*  Pills  used  for  a  variety  of  disorders. 

•  Perhaps  from  asarum  or  asarabacca,  colt’s  foot ;  or  from  ossa,  mastic. 

Florio  defines  this  as  a  medicine  made  of  onions. 

”  According  to  Florio,  this  was  a  remedy  for  grief  or  melancholy. 

Savonea  means  conserve;  there  is  also  the  suggestion  of  soap-wort 

**  Aralia  is  a  root  of  the  arum  family. 

“  Cinnamotnt  is  cinnamon ;  electri  is  amber. 
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We  recommend  also  sulphur  baths,  and  alum  and  nitrate,  for  the 
head  douches  before  the  general  and  particular  purgation.  And 
while  several  baths  of  like  nature  are  found,  nonetheless  of  those 
near  at  hand  we  prefer  the  Baths  of  San  Filippo  for  the  douche; 
and  also  he  should  go  to  Bagno  di  Vignone  to  ease  the  digestive 
organs.  Also  the  Baths  at  Petriolo  are  useful  in  this  case  for  the 
head  douche;  and  the  Baths  of  Caldanelle  which  are  near  at  hand, 
are  good  to  ease  the  digestive  organs.  Nor  do  we  criticise  the  Baths 
of  Santa  Maria  Bagno,  one  of  which,  the  bagno  delle  Donne,  is 
excellent  for  the  digestive  organs.  And  there  also  is  the  douche 
bath  called  the  Bagno  della  Torre;  although  that  bath  is  weak  and 
it  is  necessary  to  take  an  artificial  douche  that  the  water  may  fall 
from  above  on  the  head.^*  But  we  do  not  speak  of  the  rules  of  the 
baths  as  such  cures  are  to  be  left  to  the  physician  who  accompanies 
him  to  the  bath.  And  this  suffices  for  this  regime,  with  the  help 
of  God. 


^*A11  of  these  baths  save  Caldanelle  are  south  of  Florence.  San  Filippo  is  in 
the  Val  d’Orcia  near  Chiusi;  Vignone  is  near  Arezzo;  Petriolo,  a  favourite  haunt 
of  the  Medici,  is  near  Siena  and  Santa  Maria  in  Bagno  is  in  the  Casentino.  Cal¬ 
danelle  is  near  Massa.  The  waters  at  San  Filippo  were  strong  in  carbonates ;  those 
of  Vignone  in  manganese;  those  of  Petriolo  and  Caldanelle  are  sulphurous.  Prac¬ 
tically  all  of  these  baths  are  still  in  use. 
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